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Next Program, Mon. Jan. 13 

AT NORTHCREST RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY at 7 PM 

Green Room, Main Bldg. 

Note: January 13 Meeting 

Speaker is Annette Anderegg, 
Director of the Ames Family 


About Gretchen Triplett. History Center, 2524 Hoover. 

A note from her daughter... 


Dear Friends & Family, 

I am writing this on behalf of my Mother, 
Gretchen. She is unable at this time to 
respond to emails. She would enjoy hearing 
from you. There are two ways to speak to her 
on the phone. Her cell phone: and leave a 
message. Or call her room direct at 515-733- 
3033. She is at Bethany Manor, 212 Lafayette 
Ave., Story City , IA, Story City, IA 50248. 

On November 15 she was diagnosed with 
brain cancer. On November 21 she had 
surgery to remove as much as possible and 
also determine the kind of cancer. She is going 
to be receiving radiation the beginning of the 
year for about 6 weeks, but no chemotherapy. 
She is in no pain, but her left side is very weak. 
She has regained her strength with the help of 
physical therapy. 


Ames is lucky to have such a wonderful 
place to learn and work on our family 
history as the Ames Family History 
Center. This center offers friendly help 
and advice for beginners and 
companionship and encouragement for 
other researchers. 

Annette Anderegg is Director of the 
Ames Family History Center, located at 
the LDS Church, 2524 Hoover Ave in 
Ames. The Center in 2014 will be open 
Tuesdays, beginning Jan. 6 from noon- 
9 pm; Thursdays, 9 am to 12 noon and 
6-9 pm. Come to our meeting to learn 
more of what is available to you there 
for free See you Monday night January 
13. 


She has enjoyed receiving your cards and well 
wishes and also speaking with you on the 
phone. Please continue to keep her in your 
prayers. God’s grace has been so magnified 
for her at this time. 

If you have any questions, you may email me 
at lizharken@qmail.com 


OTHERS HAD IT WORSE. Book Review.p 2 

Note from Story County Recorder.p 2 

New Development/Genealogy Discuss/Help... .p 2 

November Meeting Minutes. p 3 

Land /Property Records Terms.p 6 






















BOOK REVIEW 

By Marti Steelman 

"Others Had It Worse Sour Dock, Moonshine, & Hard Times in Davis 
County, Iowa" by Chris D. Baker is a short read and anyone with an interest in family 
history will enjoy this book. 

In the late 1970's the author gave his grandmother, Vetra Covert a notebook and asked 
her to write about her childhood. After Vetra's death, Chris discovered the pages his 
grandmother had written. The book includes a map of the area in southern Iowa where his 
grandmother lived, photographs and the mostly unedited transcript of the pages she had 
written reminiscing of growing up poor and getting by. The time period Vetra writes about is 
the 1920's. Stories include living in a log cabin, moonshine and a visit by federal agents, 
attending country school, her siblings, family, and neighbors. 

REQUEST FROM STORY COUNTY RECORDER 

Story by Mary Lohr 

Do you have experience doing genealogy research? Would you like to be compensated for 
your work? Susan L. Vandekamp, Story County Recorder & Registrar of Vital Records, needs 
persons who would handle occasional genealogy requests. Most of the work would involve real estate 
records and vital records. Arrangements are made between the person requesting genealogy 
research and the researcher on the Story County Recorder list. 

Contact the Story County Recorder’s office if you want more information about this matter and 
would like to add your name to the researcher list at this office. Email: 

Svandekamp@storvcountv.com or phone 515-382-7231 

New Development/ Prior Meeting Discussion/Help Session 

Prior to the January 13 meeting , we will have a small group in the Green Room beginning at 6:30 pm 
for those interested in additional genealogy help or to discuss special topics of family history research. 
Content and form for future meetings will be discussed at this exploratory meeting. Attendees will 
determine the direction of this “new Development.” If you want some extra time for help or more in- 
depth discussion of genealogy, come and provide your input at this session! These meetings are 
designed to be informal to provide genealogy assistance and learning in addition to our regular 
meetings. Consider it an extra dose of genealogy lore. 
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MEETING MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 2013 
-7 PM 

The November 2013 Meeting, held 
November 11th, was called to order at 7:00 by 
President Marilyn Peterson at the Northcrest 
Retirement Center Green Room in Ames. 
There were 19 members and 3 guests present. 
The guests Ken and Mary Booth are our 
representatives for our region at IGS. They 
spoke about what was going on at IGS. Joan 
Herwig was also a guest and introduced 
herself. She recently took the OLLI Beginning 
Genealogy class taught by SCGS members. 
Member Anecdotes: Katie Pattee spoke 
about a member of her family that had died in 
the Civil War and had written poetry. LuAnn 
Endreland had a family chart with her 
ancestors and spoke about her Pennsylvania 
immigrant ancestors who came to 
Pennsylvania because of William Penn. Marti 
Rasmussen will do the anecdote at the next 
meeting. 

Old Business - The minutes of the October 
meeting were approved and the treasurer’s 
report was read by Mary Ausborn and 
approved. 

Marti Rasmussen, current program chair, 
reminded members that all SCGS meetings 
until May will be in the Northcrest Retirement 
Center Green Room Our January 13 program 
will be about the Ames Family History Center 
and FamilySearch.org computer website 
given by Annette Anderegg., Director of the 
Center, at Northcrest as usual. February 
program will be announced at the January 
meeting. Lucille Wahrenbrock mentioned the 
BookList requests for January meeting. There 
was no correspondence. 

The recent OLLI Beginning Genealogy 
class had 24 people sign up for it and was 


SCGS members met with the Story County 
Recorder Susan Vandekamp, County Recorder 
to learn about records available in Nevada. 
New Business Dues are due in January and 
are $10/year for an individual and $15/year for 
a family. Gretchen Triplett is continuing her 
work with Story County Civil War Veterans and 
is working on a cemetery walk for this summer 
of Story Country Civil War Veterans. On June 
28 th Members of SCGS will teach genealogy 
classes at Wellsburg, Iowa 

The Nominating committee announced 
candidates for Election of Officers including 
two nominees for the vice president position 
and they both agreed to serve as co-vice 
presidents which was approved. Donelle Meyer 
said this has been done in the past and works 
very well. Those elected by the members as 
2014-15 Officers were: President -Marilyn 
Peterson.; Vice President - Marti Steelman 
and Gretchen Triplett; Secretary - Elaine 
Larson,; Treasurer - Mary Ausborn.; Librarian 
- Lucille Wahrenbrock; Historian - Martha 
Deyoe.; Publicity - Luann Endreland 

SCGS Newsletter-Samara Thornock due 
to her son’s illness, will not continue as 
Newsletter editor .Marti Rasmussen and Mary 
Lohr will continue doing this temporarily. 

Bad Weather Policy: If Ames Schools are 
cancelled, on the day of the monthly meeting, 
because of weather, then the meeting would 
also be cancelled and be posted to SCGS 
Face Book and the Web Sites, 

The meeting was adjourned for a program 
including presentations by three members. 
Marti Steelman gave a presentation called 
Remember Me about cemetery research on 
cemeteries she has visited and photographed. 
Marilyn and Buckley Peterson gave a 
presentation on genealogy research trips they 


given positive feedback. On November 20 have taken, 

several members of the OLLI class taught by 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Send Membership dues to P.O. Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
or pay Treasurer Mary Ausborn, at a SCGS meeting. 

Make Checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society. 

AnAV o’ 5 

Membership is_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 

dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of 2014. 

Member of Iowa Genealogical Society _Yes _No 

v— 

Logo design by 

Karen Pattee David 

Visit SCGS online at www.storvsenes.com 

NAME 


ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

PHONE 

EMAIL 



WINTER WONDERLAND - 
FOR WOODPECKERS 
AND POSSIBLY SKIIERS 


Story County Officers 

President Marilyn Peterson 

Co -Vice Presidents 
Marti Steelman & Gretchen Triplett 
Secretary Elaine Larson 

Treasurer MaryAusborn 

Publicity Luanne Endreland 

Librarian Lucille Wahenbrock 

Historian Martha Deyoe 


DUES ARE $10 A YEAR PER PERSON OR $15 
PER FAMILY. YOU MAY PAY ANYTIME 
FROM NOV- MARCH FOR THE CURRENT 
YEAR WITH DUES AFTER APRIL 1 APPLYING 
TO THE BALANCE OF THE YEAR. 
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SCGS NEWS, 

A REGULAR NEWSLETTER 

FOR MEMBERS OF 

Story County 
Genealogical Society 

Next issue February 2014 

Deadline for Articles/Announcements 
needed, by January 23 

To Marti Rasmussen 
Temporary Newsletter Editor 
Email: mart515@vahoo.co 

ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 7 PM 

EXCEPT FOR NEW 6:30 PM 

Prehelp session & conversation 
Beginning January 13 meeting. 


Newsletter 

Temporary Editor 

Marti Rasmussen 

P.O. Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
EMAIL: mart515@yahoo.com 



January 13, 2014 

Northcrest Community 

Main Building, Green Room 

20 th Street Entrance 

Ames, IA 

Speaker: Annette Anderegg, 

Director , Family History Center 
Genealogy Research Resources 

At Ames Family History Center 

February 10, 2014 

Northcrest Community 

Main Building, Green Room 

20 th Street Entrance 

Ames, IA 

Melissa Tedone, Archives Conservator 
ISU Parks Library , IA 
Conservation Issues for 
Genealogical Researchers 


(Wfi SCGS WWW. STORYGENES. COM P. O. BOX 692 

■ f ' News email: storygenes&.gmail. com or facebook. com/storygenes Ames, IA 50010 

























Story County Genealogical Society 


JANUARY 2014 
page 6 


Terms for Land/Property Research 
Based on article in January 2012 Family 
Tree Magazine 

by George G. Morgan entitled “Deed 
Indexes”page 64-65 
Summarized by 
Marti Rasmussen 

Probate records are hard for beginners to under¬ 
stand. This article explains terms for Deeds that 
researchers may find among a relative's papers, 
among probate records, or online searches. 

Morgan emphasizes that real estate didn't just 
change hands through sales of the property, but it 
could be transferred through a will, or as a marriage 
gift, or as a sign of the child's reaching adult age. 
These records are among the most important ones 
you may discover upon the death of a relative or in 
your courthouse visits to relevant counties having 
jurisdiction over the property. 

They are found in collections named “Deed Book 
Index” which is an aid to finding the deeds and 
papers you seek. There are two formats for Deed 
Books, Grantor and Grantee indexes or lists. 

The Grantor index lists names of property owners 
transferring ownership of their property to others 
and are arranged alphabetically. The Grantee 
index lists those receiving property and is also 
alphabetically arranged by Grantee's name. 

These Grantee indexes may note “kind of 
assignment” which indicates how the ownership 
will be transferred from one person to another in 
a separate column. This column may include the 
types of assignment listed later in this article. The 
grantee index refers to the Deed Book and page 
number of the actual deed. Use of both these 
indexes allows the researcher to trace a property 
back several generations if they are lucky. 



DEED TERMS FOUND IN GRANTEE INDEXES 
Look for these in “Kind of Assignment” column. 

Assignment or ASGMT - This note give 
information on the legal assignment of “rights to 
transfer property ownership to someone other 
than the owner”, (quote from 
Morgan article). 

Deed - The assignment of ownership to a new 
owner. 

Lien - A financial agreement attached to property to 

secure a debt (like taxes) which 

keeps the property from being sold or transferred 

without settlement of 

debt or other condition. 

Lis Pend - This note shows that a lawsuit is 
pending against ownership of this property 
Mortgage or MTG - An indication of a mortgage 
on the property 

Trust - This note records transfer of the title to a 
third party to manage for someone like a widow or 
minor children. 
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Next Program, Mon. Feb 10 
AT NORTHCREST RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY at 7 PM 
Green Room, Main Bldg. 


Possible Cemetery Walk 

At the January Meeting, an exploratory 
committee was appointed to discover what 
would be needed to put on a Cemetery Walk 
to honor the Civil War Veterans interred in the 
Ames Municipal Cemetery and ISU as part of 
Ames Sesquicentennial Celebration. Luanne 
Endreland, Marti Rasmussen and Annette 
Thompson volunteered to serve on this 
committee. 

Information gathered by the Committee of 
other organizations that would help. Ames 
Historical Society Board voted to help with set 
up in the form of chair rentals and use of a 
portable microphone with additional assistance 
for publicity/promotion. The Ames 
Sesquicentennial Committee would also assist 
In promotion. The Iowa Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War would also help. For 
More information visit this website 
www.iowasuvcs.org 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 


February 10 
Speaker: Melissa A. Tedone PhD. 
ISU Parks Library Preservation Dpt. 
“Preservation of Family Documents” 

Melissa A. Tedone is a well trained 
conservator to guide us on ways to 
maintain and preserve our important 
family history documents and research. 

Melissa is supervisor of six persons 
at the Parks Library Preservation Lab. 
She also fixes books and papers that 
need treatment at the Parks Library. 


A Letter to the Editor.pg 2 

Book Review by Marti Steelman.pg 2 


The People in the Pictures by Mary Lohr. pg 6 
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New Columrh Letters to the Editor , Write Yours Today! 

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR -from Merlene Whisenand 
Call for Iowa Genealogical Society Library Volunteer Day 

Saturday Feb. 2 was the day that has traditionally been “our” day to volunteer as 
attendants at the Iowa Genealogical Library in Des Moines. The SCGS has been 
represented on the 1 st Saturday of the even numbered months for many, many years. 

I was very disappointed to find that no one volunteered this time and would like to encourage 
members of SCGS to think about doing so when our turn comes up again on April 5. I realize 
it means giving up a Saturday and for our members who are still holding a 40 hour week job, 
this is sometimes a sacrifice; (it usually requires that we leave Ames around 9:15 am and are 
generally back o Ames by 5 PM). But the rewards are many. While volunteering, there is 
usually lots of time to do your own family research as well as help other patrons who come to 
the IGS library. Duties are light, such as returning books to shelves etc. . As well as making 
new friends, many times there are “experts” there who just might help YOU solve a problem 
you may have. Hopefully, I will be able to volunteer in April and would welcome 3 or 4 others 
to join me. If you need more details, please contact me. Thanks for thinking about it. 

Merlene Whisenand ,1615 Grand Ave., Ames,IA 50010 Email: geniemom2@gmail.com . 
515-450-522 

Family History Resources Abound in Central Iowa.... Check Local Libraries 

An effort has been made to gather information on library resources available for genealogical 
research in Central Iowa. A brochure developed by the Story County Genealogical Society 
(SGS) outlines resources in Ames, Nevada, Story City and ISU Parks Libraries. Numerous 
other libraries exist in surrounding towns and counties. An information sheet has been pre¬ 
pared listing numerous offerings of some of the libraries located in Story .Hamilton, Boone, 
and Hardin counties- with addresses and phone numbers. This handout will be available at 
the next SCGS meeting. Some of the libraries have websites also listing resources. The 
Ames Public Library and SCGS has prepared a brochure of Ames Public Library resources 
distributed at the Ames Public Library. 

Share & Learn Pre-Meeting Session Meets at 6:30 pm Feb. 10. 

Again a pre-meeting session will begin at 6:30 pm Monday, February 10 at the same 
Meeting room as our regular meeting. The topic this time for Share & Learn will be “Exploring 
PERSI, the Periodical Source Index”. 

Did you know that you can search the Periodicals Source Index, known as PERSI, 
through Heritage Quest, available at our local Ames Public Library and online at home with 
your library card.? We’ll talk about using this tool to search over 2.3 billion genealogy and 
local history articles for the years 1800-2009 in various journals and local history sources. 
Once you find an article matching your search criteria, how do you get access to the article. 
We’ll cover that too. Come and join the fun of sleuthing for family history with your friends a 
SCGS at 6:30 pm, Monday February. 
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MEETING MINUTES... for January 13, 2014 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm on January 13, 2014 by President Marilyn 
Peterson at the Northcrest Community Green Room in Ames There were 17 members and one 
guest present. 

A collection was taken to purchase a book for the Ames Library in memory of the late 
Gretchen Triplett. 

Member Anecdotes: Marti Rasmussen shared researching the history of her mother's sister 
who in the early 1900s was an avid musician and pianist, earning a college degree and later 
teaching music. Because her aunt died young, finding out about her past has been challenging, and 
Marti stressed the importance of not putting off asking questions of people who have knowledge of 
family history. Marti Steelman will give the research anecdote at the next meeting. 

Old Business: The November meeting minutes were approved as written in the January 2014 
newsletter. The Treasurer Mary Ausborn reported that there had been no financial activity in the 
account since November's meeting. 

Vice President Marti Steelman announced the topics of the next four meetings, including 
next month's meeting on “Conservation Issues for Genealogical Reasearchers” presented by 
Melissa Tedone, Ph.D., a Conservator at the ISU Parks Library and Archives. Marti S. stated that 
the Green Room at Northcrest is reserved through October of 2014. The need for additional 
monthly reservations will be determined by the completion date of the new library. There was no 
library report, but suggestions for book purchases would be welcome and should be directed to 
Lucille Wahrenbrock. 

Merlene Whisenand updated us on Samara's son's health and also informed us that for 
future meetings there will be a $9.50 per month charge to set up and take down tables in the Green 
Room at Northcrest. A motion was made and seconded in favor of paying the charge. 

The Iowa Genealogical Society will be notified that there are no volunteers available to 
assist researchers at their facility in Des Moines on the first Saturday of Feburary. Volunteers 
from our group may be available for the first Saturday in March. 

New Business: In observation of the Civil War Sequetenial this year, the possibility of a 
Cemetary Walk at the Ames Municipal Cemetary to honor Civil War Veterans was discussed. 
Annette Thompson, Luann Endreland, and Marti Rasmussen volunteered to form an exploratory 
committee to research the proposal. Further decisions about this celebration will be made after 
they report their findings at the Feburary meeting. 

Merlene Whisenand, Nancy Long, and Elaine Larson volunteered for the 2014 audit 
committee and will report at the next meeting. 

The Story County Recorder has asked for help with genealogical requests coming into 
their office. There is a small remuneration available for anyone assisting with these requests. 
Announcements: All were reminded that in case of bad weather, the SCGS meeting is canceled 
if the Ames Public Schools have closed that day. Meeting cancellations will also be posted on the 
SCGS Facebook page and website. 
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MEETING MINUTES... for January 13, 2014 continued 

2014 membership dues are now due and are $10 per person and $15 per family. 

If anyone has ideas for topics for next month's Share and Learn, please contact Mary 
Lohr. Share and Learn begins at 6:30 pm, one half hour before the 7:00 pm monthly meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm and Marti Steelman introduced our guest speaker 
Annette Anderegg, Director of the Family History Center in Ames. She spoke on family research 
opportunities and assistance available at the FHC.# 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Send Membership dues to P.O. Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
or pay Treasurer Mary Ausborn, at a SCGS meeting. 

Make Checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society. 

Membership is_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 

dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of 2013. 

Member of Iowa Genealogical Society _Yes _No 

Visit SCGS online at www.storygenes.com 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE _ 

PHONE EMAIL 



Logo design by 
Karen Pattee David 


TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP - $10 per Person 

OR $15 per family each year — what a bargain 
Story County Officers 


President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Publicity 

Librarian 

Historian 


Marilyn Peterson 
Marti Steelman 
Elaine Larson 
Mary Ausborn 
Luanne Endreland 
Lucille Wahenbrock 
Martha Deyoe 


Newsletter Editor 
Marti Rasmussen 

New Editor needed for April & May issues 

Next Issue March 2014 
Deadline for articles March 26 
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Possible Cemetery Walk 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

As to site of the event, if it is held in the Ames Cemetery, according to the City Clerk, if SCGS 
rented or used a temporary stage we would have to obtain liability insurance. So holding the event in 
the cemetery may not be the best option unless the existing stage is used located with the Civil War 
Monument just West of it. 

The committee felt that a limited number of Civil War veterans’ stories could be featured on 
the Wal. Enactors would make it interesting, but might be hard to set up. A program could be 
developed around 7-10 individuals including two men buried at the ISU Cemetery—President William 
M. Beardshear and General John Rush Lincoln. Further research regarding amount of information on 
other person is necessary to determine which ones would be featured in the presentation. 
Possibilities include Mayors, for eg. Walllace M. Greeley and Parley Sheldon or businessmen like H. 
L. Munn or George G. Tilden and his brother Frederic C. Tilden. 

Among the expenses incurred for this project would be. 1. Rental of Stage if needed for 
presenting program and/or liability insurance if required. 2. Folding chairs if more needed than 
provided by other organizations. 3. Small Flags or other markers for Veteran’s graves (all Story 
County Veterans in both cemeteries). 4. Brochures and/or program for the event. 

Gretchen Triplett was going to present a proposal for this project at the November meeting, but 
she was not able to come that night. She died on January 9, 2014. Several SCGS members 
attended the visitation on Sunday January 12 and funeral on Monday, January 13. 

Share & Learn session begins at 6:30 pm at Northcrest Retirement Center. In Green Room 

The regular meeting begins at 7 pm at the same place on 2 nd Monday evening of the month except in 

Summer and December. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS LISTED BELOW. 


February 10, 2014 

Northcrest Community 

Main Building, Green Room 

20 th Street Entrance 

Ames, IA 

Speaker: Melissa A. Tedone Phd. 

ISU Parks Library Archives & Conservator 
“Conservation Issues for Genealogists” 

March 20, 2014 

Northcrest Community 

Main Building, Green Room 

20 th Street Entrance 

Ames, IA 

Speakers: 

Paul & Merlene Whisenand 
“To Honor Our Dead” 

Establishing a Town Cemetery 
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The People in the Pictures 

by Mary Lohr 

Do you have photographs you cannot 
identify or that you would like to return to 
the original family? The website 
DeadFred.com allows you to upload a 
photo or search for a photograph. If you 
submit a photo, it must have been taken 
prior to 1960 and the persons in the photo 
must no longer be living. 

If you've exhausted all the usual 
sources, you might try using a bit of 
technology called “reverse image search.” 
TinEye (tineye.com) is one site that uses 
this method to look for a specific image. 
TinEye is free for non-commercial use. By 
uploading an image you may find a 
matching image that perhaps a distant 
relative has posted online. 

Another method is to use Google 
image search by uploading an image or 
simply “dragging and dropping” an image 
on the Google search bar. Google will 
search for similar images and information 
about the image. The reverse image search 
is based on images, not on keywords or 
meta-data. 

New! Personal Column. 

BIRTHDAYS Happy Birthday to February Birthdays 
- Merlene Whisenand (Feb.23) and Marti 
Rasmussen.(Feb. 4) 

DEATH of Gretchen Triplett, January 9, 2014 
& Funeral at Calvary Methodist Church January 12. 


Another option is to publish your mystery 
photographs to your blog or website. 
Internet search engines will index your 
pictures and display them in relevant 
search results. Blogger and Wordpress are 
two free blogging platforms. Google Sites 
and EasyNetSites offer free hosting for 
websites. 

By using a search engine to find a 
matching or similar photo, or, by posting 
your pictures online you might have 
success identifying "the people in the 
picture." 

Who Are These People? 



Opportunities for Learning about 
Irish & Scots-lrish Ancestors 

IGS Conference Monday, March 10 
9 am-5 pm $55 includes Lunch 
at Iowa Genealogical Society West Wing 
Register at www.iowa genealogy, .org or phone IGS 

NEW ONLINE DIGITALJOURNAL 
CALLED CLANN FROM THE IRISH FAMILY 
HISTORY FOUNDATION for 36 pages 
information at www.rootslreland.ie 
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Next Program, Mon. MAR. 10 
AT NORTHCREST RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY at 7 PM 

Green Room, Main Bldg. 

And don’t forget Share & Learn 
discussion at 6:30 pm 



Merlene and Paul Whisenand - Our speakers 
For March 10 meeting. 


M AR CH 10 Speakers: 

M erJene & PaulW hjsenand 
Topjc :BujJdxig A Cem eteiy: 

The KeJJey Com m un±y Cem etery 

Merlene and Paul Whisenand worked to 
establish the Kelley Community Cemetery. 
They will tell us the steps they took and what 
legal and practical matters came up in their 
efforts to accomplish this goal. 

Paul was involved with the City of Kelley in 
various capacities for some 40 years or more. 
Merlene, of course, is a SCGS member and 
was a “helper” through the years of Kelley 
projects and was City Clerk at the time of 
building the cemetery. They were involved with 
many improvements in the town and of their 
proudest involvements was in “building” a 
cemetery. 


February Meeting Minutes.pg 4 

Book Review -:Lost States.pg 5 

More People in the Pictures.pg 6 
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Family History Resources Abound in Central Iowa.... Check Local Libraries An 

effort has been made to gather information on library resources available for genealogical 
research in Central Iowa. A brochure developed by the Story County Genealogical Society 
(SGS) outlines resources in Ames, Nevada, Story City and ISU Parks Libraries. Numerous 
other libraries exist in surrounding towns and counties. An information sheet has been pre¬ 
pared listing numerous offerings of some of the libraries located in Story. Hamilton, Boone, 
and Hardin counties- with addresses and phone numbers. Some of the libraries have 
websites also listing resources. The Ames Public Library and SCGS has prepared a brochure 
of Ames Public Library resources distributed at the Ames Public Library. 

Letter to the Editor for March 2014: 

SCGS Plans 2 nd OLLI Course for Fall 2014. Should we do this or are“HELP 
SESSIONS” a better way to publicize our hobby? 

Dear Editor: I am wondering if offering Beginning Family Historians a OLLI course or 
full-day workshop is the Best Way for us to interest others in our Hobby. Are the “Help 
Sessions” that we have done at some public libraries more useful to people and show 
our enthusiasm and interest in other’s research dilemmas and willingness to help. I am 
wondering if the time and effort put into courses could be better used for more “Help 
Sessions”. Let me know what your think. Marti Rasmussen - email: mart515@yahoo.com 

Cemetery Walk Committee Meeting for Ames Sesquicentennial 

At the SCGS January Meeting, an exploratory committee was appointed to discover what 
would be needed to put on a Cemetery Walk to honor the Civil War Veterans interred in the 
Ames Municipal Cemetery and ISU as part of Ames Sesquicentennial Celebrationt to honor 
the Civil War Veterans interred in the Ames Municipal Cemetery and ISU as part of Ames 
Sesquicentennial Celebration.. Luanne Endreland, Marti Rasmussen and Annette Thompson 

volunteered to serve on this committee. _ 

On February 26, a preliminary group of representatives of several organizations met at 
Grandon Funeral & Cremation Care at 414 Lincoln Way, to discuss what could be planned for 
this event. Present were Carolyn Klaus representing the Ames Sesquicenttennial Committee, 
her husband, John Klaus, retired City Attorney, Diane Borden, Kathy Svec, from Ames 
Historical Society and Marti Rasmussen, from SCGS. Kim Grandon, who has expressed an 
interest in the project, wasn’t available. His employee took notes for him. Next meeting is 
scheduled on Thurs. March 19at Grandon Funeral & Cremation Care..414 Lincoln Way, 7pm. 
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MEETING MINUTES... for February 10, 2014 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm on Feburary 10, 2014 by President Marilyn 
Peterson at the Northcrest Community Green Room in Ames. There were 15 members present 
Dr. Melissa Tedone of the ISU Parks Library Preservation Dept, presented her talk 
“Preservation of Family Documents” where she explained the causes of deterioration of paper 
documents and how to eliminate or lessen these risks. 

Member Anecdote:The meeting began immediately after the talk, with Marti Steeleman 
sharing a research story of how interviewing her father helped to quickly expand her ancestral 
knowledge. Patricia Sawyer will give the March member anecdote. 

Reports: A correction in the January minutes concerned the next IGS volenteers, who 
will be needed in April and not March. Mary Ausborn gave the treasurer's report. Merlene 
Whisenand reported for the auditing committee that the treasurer's record was in good 
standing for 2013. 

Meetings: 

Marti Steeleman, Vice President, stated that the Northcrest Green Room is reserved 
through November of this year. Meeting reservations needed will depend on the opening of the 
newly renovated Ames Public Library. Guest speakers are established for the next meetings. 

In March Merlene and Paul Whisenand will speak about establishing a town cemetary. 

Librarian: 

Please direct any suggestions for library book purchases to Lucille Wahrenbrock: Ideas 
for books can be subjects of interest or those currently being researched and do not have to be 
specific titles. 

Ames Public Library Brochure 

Mary Lohr spoke about Facebook and the newly updated SCGS library brochure. Copies 
of a current survey of local library genealogical resources were shared, and will be distributed 
at the Ames Public Library and other county libraries. 

Correspondence: Mary Ausborn reported on a genealogical inquiry concerning a 
baptismal certificate from 1908 or 1904 for Elizabeth Katherine Zahn, born in Iowa in June 29, 
1904 to Henry and Anna. 

Old Business: Membership dues were due January 31. They are $1 0/person and 
$15/family. 

Cemetery Walk A report was given by Luanne Enderland of the Cemetary Walk 
local actors telling the soldiers' stories and the Ames Historical Society helping with setup 
Society helping with setup and publicity. Minutes continued on Page 4 
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FEBRUARY 10 Meeting Minutes CONTINUED 

New Business: An overview of the fall OLLI course will be given by Marti Rasmussen 
in March. 

Announcements:: The remodeled Nevada Library includes an updated genealogy section A t 
alk will be given on photo preservation by the Ames Historical Society on February 
20 th . An OLLI Open House for spring enrollement will be on February 13th. 

The Story County Recorder has requested help with genealogy requests, mostly involving 
real estate and vital records. 

The SCGS winter weather policy is there will be no evening meeting if the Ames Public 
Schools close early that day due to bad weather. 

Share and Learn at 6:30 before the March meeting will be given by Merlene Whisenand 
about working-at IGS Library. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 



Logo design by 
Karen Pattee David 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Send Membership dues to P.O. Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
or pay Treasurer Mary Ausborn, at a SCGS meeting. 

Make Checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society. 

Membership is __$10 per person OR __ $15 per family each year 
dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of 2013. 

Member of Iowa Genealogical Society __Yes __No 

Visit SCGS online at www.storygenes.com 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE 

PHONE EMAIL 


TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP - $10 per Person; $15 per family each year 

Story County, Officers 


President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Publicity 

Librarian 

Historian 


Marilyn Peterson 
Marti Steelman 
Elaine Larson 
Mary Ausborn 
Luanne Endreland 
Lucille Wahenbrock 
Martha Deyoe 


Newsletter Editor ? 

New Editor needed for April & May issues 

Next Issue APRIL 2014 
Deadline for articles March 26 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS LISTED BELOW. 


April 14, 2014 

Northcrest Community 

Main Building, Green Room 

20 th Street Entrance 

Ames, IA 

Speakers: Dennis Allen. Chris Nagla 

Basic Internet Genealogy 

May 13, 2014 

Northcrest Community 

Main Building, Green Room 

20 th Street Entrance 

Ames, IA 

Presenter 

Theresa Liewer, President 

Iowa Genealogical Society 


BOOK REVIEW 

By Marti Rasmussen 

Lost States: True Stories of 
Texlahoma, Transylvanian & Other States 
That Never Made It. By Michael J. Trinklein. 
Publshed by Quirk Books, Philadelphia, 
2010.157 p. with bibliography. $24.95 
hardcover. ISBN 978-1-59474-410-5 

Statehood proposals would seem to be an 
unlikely source for family history information. 
Michael J. Trinklein, has created this 
fascinating history of 76 “Lost States” meaning 
that despite the efforts of supporters, they were 
Not admitted to the Union. 

However, your ancestors may have 
supported some of these efforts. Thus you 
might learn some fascinating quirks of your 
ancestor’s beliefs and interests from looking up 
Texlahoma, Hazard, Chippewa or other “Lost 
States” in this atlas/ history of these lost 
“causes”. 


Some of the names are strange like Yazoo, or 
Transylvania, or Nickajack. Maps show where 
these “Lost States” would have been 
combining counties in some cases from 
several 

States amd Territories. The author makes use 
of a wry sense of humor in describing what 
happened to these statehood proposals and 
why they failed. But more interesting is what 
the supporters wanted now lost to speculation. 

So family history can be amusing and 
informative at the same time. Check yours. I 
have a relative active in the establishment of 
the State of Franklin in East Tennessee in 
1785. Alas, by 1796, the area had become 
part of the state of Tennessee. 

So open your mind to explore those 
Americans who worked to explore and expand 
our country... and discover a new dimension to 
your family history. 
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More People in the Pictures 

by Marti Rasmussen 

When you receive a lot of pictures of people you can not Identify, what do you do? Especially if the pictures 
are of groups of people in families or at a celebration of some kind. 

1. Don't panic. 2. Identify those individuals that you can. 3. Make sure you label the picture, painting or 
photo with from whom you got it, what group it might be and where you are keeping it 

What you can do with a group picture after listing those you can identify is to enlarge the faces of 
everyone in it. This may help you see ways that individuals vary and you might be able to identify others in 
the group. 

This is what I did to a family portrait in front of an unidentified Chicago house. We were finally able to 
identify most of those in the photograph because we knew the relative ages of the children. One young 
woman we decided must be a kind of nanny or relative that we didn't know lived with them. 




Here is the original Family Picture 

WHAT DID I DO NEXT? 

In a scanner, I selected the family group 

In front of the house. Then 


Now I have an enlargement of the Rasmussen 
Family outside the Chicago house 1908. 


I wanted a picture of the 5 year old boy, third from Left dressed in a black suiit alone or with the 

other children on the front row. So I cropped the photo again. 

- n VB|, _ !■ 

I % • 


Now I have a closeup of this boy with his brother and sisters. 
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More People in the Pictures 

fay Marti Rasmussen 

When you receive a lot of pictures of people you can not identify, what do you do? Especially if the pictures 
are of groups of people in families or at a celebration of some kind. 

1. Don't panic. 2. Identify those individuals that you can. 3. Make sure you label the picture, painting or 
photo with from whom you got it, what group it might be and where you are keeping it 

What you can do with a group picture after listing those you can identify is to enlarge the faces of 
everyone in it. This may help you see ways that individuals vary and you might be able to identify others in 
the group. 

This is what I did to a family portrait in front of an unidentified Chicago house. We were finally able to 
identify most of those in the photograph because we knew the relative ages of the children. One young 
woman we decided must be a kind of nanny or relative that we didn't know lived with them. 

Here is the original Family Picture 

WHAT DID I DO NEXT? 

In a scanner, I selected the family group 
In front of the house. Then cropped this family as a separate photo. 


Now I have an enlargement of the Rasmussen 
Family outside the Chicago house 1908. 

I wanted a picture of the 5 year old boy, third from Left dressed In a black sulit alone or with the 
front row. So I cropped the photo again. 


Now I have a closeup of this boy with his brother and sisters. 


other children on the 
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When you receive a lot of pictures of people you can not identify, what do you do? 

1st. Don't panic. 

2. Identify those individuals that you can. 

3. Make sure you label the picture, painting or photo with from whom you got it, what 
group it might be and where you are keeping it. 

What you can do with a group picture after listing those you can identify, is to enlarge the faces 
of everyone in it. This may help you see ways that individuals vary and you might be able to 
identify others in the group. 

This is what I did to a family portrait in front of an unidentified Chicago house. We were finally 
able to identify most of those in the photograph because we knew the relative ages of the 
children. One young woman we decided must be a kind of nanny or relative that we didn't know 
lived with them. 
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Here is the original Family Picture. 

1. The family group. 

Pictures: 

Rasmussen Chicago House/family portrait 
Rasmussen Family 

I wanted a picture of the 5 year old boy, third from 
Left dressed in a black suiit alone or with the other 
children on the front row. 

The 5 year old boy can now viewed alone or with 
His sisters and brother. 


WHAT I DID NEXT: 

In a scanner, I focused on the family group in 
front of the house and selected it. Then I 
cropped it as a separate photo. 

Now I had an enlargement of this family. 
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SCGS News needs an editor! 

Can you help? The newsletter is a tangible benefit of membership and, along with the SCGS website and Facebook page, is 
our communication with the genealogy community. Martha Rasmussen has generously served as editor for several years, 
but now we need someone else to assume this responsibility. Several members are willing to contribute articles. If you 
have a desire to work with words and want to share your genealogy enthusiasm, this could be a great help to the Story 
County Genealogical Society. Contact President Marilyn Peterson or email storygenes@gmail.com if you have questions or 
can help. 


Basic Internet Genealogy Topic for April 14 Meeting 

Dennis Allen and Cris Nagla will present the program “Basic Internet Genealogy” at the April 14 meeting, 7 p.m in the 
Community Room, Northcrest Retirement Community, 1801 20 th Street, Ames, Iowa. 

Dennis and Cris will show genealogy websites for research, how to find these sites, and ways to share your research with 
other family members over the Internet. (Family members can view or interact with your permission.) Dennis and Cris will 
also describe a transition from free sites to your own personal paid site. 

Dennis Allen has been a Des Moines firefighter for 20 years, prior to this he served 9 years on active duty in the U.S. Navy. 
During this time he lived in Scotland and Italy. He is from St Louis, his family was from Arkansas, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky. Of all his cousins and aunts and uncles, this makes him the first Yankee in my family! 

He has taught photo touch up with paint, scanners, GEDCOMSs, basic genealogy, Internet genealogy, and cemetery 
mapping. He assists with the IGS website and has assisted some of our local cemeteries with getting their cemetery 
information online. He also with serves on the Des Moines Citizens Cemetery Advisory Committee. 

Cris Nagla 

Has served as the Warren County Historical Librarian, was the volunteer of the year along with Dennis for the Historical 
Society. With this she rebuilt the historical societies library and indexed many records for them. Her biggest feat was 
indexing 16000+ probate records for the society and the county recorders office. 

She has indexed the Avon cemetery records, and recreated the Elm Grove cemetery records for the city of Des Moines. She 
is now placing both only in their own websites. She is starting on the North River cemetery records and website. 

Together Dennis and Cris collect and preserve old cemetery records and funeral home records. They collect orphan photos 
and documents, trying to get them back to their original families. They are always looking for our next adventure! 

Share and Learn: Stretching Your Genealogy Budget 

Prior to our April 14 meeting, come at 6:30 p.m. for Share and Learn: Stretching Your Genealogy Budget. This will be 
an informal discussion on making the most of your genealogy dollars. 

Inside: 

p. 2 President's Message; “Digging for Danes and Some Germans as Well” 

p. 3-4 Family Routes; What to Do About the Black Sheep; Genealogy Books at the Ames Public Library 

p. 5 SCGS Minutes for March 10, 2014 Meeting 

p. 6 Membership form; SCGS officers; Upcoming Meeting Programs 
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Recently we spent an afternoon at the Ames Public Library (APL) reviewing books in the 
genealogy collection. Prior to that, we received a list of the genealogy books available at APL 
and learned that there are more than 900! The subjects cover almost any area that a 
genealogist might want-census and vital records, immigration, military records, family 
histories, "how-to" and guidebooks, and many on specific countries, geographical areas, and 
ethnic groups. 

It is an impressive collection, funded largely by the collaboration of Story County Genealogy 
Society (SCGS) and APL on annual purchases. Some are donated by individuals or 
purchased with funds contributed by SCGS members in memory of a deceased member. 

Our webmaster, Mary Lohr, has put a link on the SCGS website to allow you to access the 
list. It may inspire you to gear up for a summer of research by discovering the resources 
available at your local library. Let's not allow our genealogy collection to be one of Ames' 
best-kept secrets! 

IGS is proud to present “Digging for Danes and Some Germans As Well.” 

Join IGS and our special guest Michele McNabb April 26, 2014 for this one day workshop at IGS, 628 E Grand Ave. in 
Des Moines. 

IGS members: $45.00 includes lunch. Non IGS members $50.00 includes lunch. No refunds after April 20th. 

You can register online: http://shop.iowapioneers.com/Conventions-Events-Training_c6.htm 
Sessions will include: 

From Denmark to America: the Emigration Experience 

An overview of the process our ancestors went through, from leaving one’s home parish to arriving at new 
homes in North America, with emphasis on the Danish experience. 

Were they Danish or German? Danish Ancestors from Schleswig-Holstein 

The transfer of the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein to Germany after the Dano-Prussian War of 1864 gave rise to 
problems of national identity; this presentation will look at the history of the area, special problems that genealogists 
encounter, and resources that can help identify and find ancestors who came from this area. 

Cyber Genealogy—Danish Style 

A closer look at the most useful online genealogical resources and how they can be searched most efficiently, even with a 
minimal knowledge of Danish. 



/Image Courtesy of Wikipedia.) 
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by Donald Rolfe Sawyer and Patricia Lee Sawyer 
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These notes on “family routes,” instead of “roots,” attempt to trace the social geography of my 
ancestry. I do this for my own curiosity and because of the possible interest of my family. Hopefully, it 
may be of interest to you as well.” 

I say “social geography” because, in addition to who my ancestors were and their dates of birth and 
death, I would like to know where they lived, why they moved around so much, and what they did, 
thought and taught their children. 

My family roots and routes in Europe include Denmark, France, England, Ireland, Holland, and 
Germany (all in the north). In the United States, in addition to New Jersey where I was raised, the 
routes include Massachusetts, New York, Maine, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Indiana, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota (north, south, and mid-west). At the time of the American Revolution, there were also 
Loyalists (or Quaker pacifists?) who went from Pennsylvania to Canada for a few generations. My 
grandmother's mother was bom in Canada to a Canadian father. I myself lived in places like Honduras, 
Iowa, Chuquicamata (Chile), not to mention later stays in Philippines, Singapore, Colombia, and 
California. 

In social terms, there may have been some nobility in the distant past and some upper class among the 
Skofield shipbuilders and sea captions. In recent time there were some workers. On the whole, 
however, my ancestors seem to have been petty bourgeois farmers and tradespeople like weavers, 
seamstresses, glass blowers and shopkeepers. They were basically middle-class rather than elite or 
poor. We are White Anglo-Saxon Protestants (WASPS). 

There is clear religious influence, which can come through as anti-religious. The op den Graefs were 
Mennonite religious refugees precisely when Holland became Protestant. With William Penn, they 
became Quakers. My grandfather, a scientists, was repelled by “hellfire and damnation” preachers in 
Maine. My step-grandmother, Harriet Clark Skofield, was a quiet Quaker. Thus, my ancestors were 
not part of established or dominant religions (Catholic, Anglican and Lutheran) and they were in fact 
persecuted by them. They were not part of the mainstream and did not seek approval from society. 

They were pacifists. They wanted to help others. They were do-gooders who tried to do what they 
believed. Pacifism came through as “Sticks and stone will break your bones, but names will never hurt 
you.” 

The other religious influence, although weak, is Methodist. This denomination was a dissident group 
when the Church of England, which in turn had broken with the Catholic Church in the 1500s. The 
Wicks had been preached to by John Wesley in Cornwall, England in the 1700s. 

My emphasis in these notes is more on the male side, which passes on family surnames. In reality, as 
to what people think, there may be more influence of mothers than fathers. 

My ancestors conquered northern France (911), conquered England (1066), defeated the Spanish 
Armada (1588), came to America with the Pilgrims (1620s), founded the Mennonite faith (Dordrecht 
1632), conceived separation of church and state (1600s), founded Philadelphia (1683), signed the first 
protest against slavery in the Americas (1688), invaded Ireland (1688), fought in the first battle of the 
American Revolution at Lexington and Concord (1775), sailed all over the world (1800s), and fought 
in the Civil War (1861-1865). 
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Other relatives may be forgotten or at least forgiven. My great-great grandfather Samson Sayer was a 
slaveholder in the South and possible ancestors were hanged for killing Indians, while other ancestors 
or their families were attacked or killed by Indians. 

It is interesting to find that we have cousins (not ancestors) like William Penn, half of the first German 
migrants to the United States on the Concord, the “German Mayflower” (actually they were Dutch), 
Daniel Boone, the famous frontiersman, and Charles Conrad (man on the moon) ... 

It would be interesting to see how health affect family history. My grandmother died of pneumonia 
when my mother was a little girl and my grandmother's father (John Rolfe Uptigrove) died of 
pneumonia when she was a little girl. Thus, my mother was motherless during her adolescence (after 
age ten) and my grandmother was fatherless from probably as long as she could remember. 

While the number of ancestors doubles with each generation you go back, at least until you find 
cousins who intermarried, the number of descendants multiplies by a factor of about four, the average 
number of surviving children, until recently. That means 16 grandchildren, 32 great-grandchildren and 
16,777,216 descendants after three centuries (12 generations). If only a very small proportion of our 
ancestors' descendants trace their family history, we have a lot of possible sources of information, and 
the Internet makes contact much easier. 


One way to distort the facts: What to do about the Black Sheep 

The Smith's were proud of their family tradition. Their ancestors had come to America on the Mayflower. Their 
line had included Senators and Wall Street wizards. Now they decided to compile a family history, a legacy for 
the children. They hired a fine author. Only one problem arose - how to handle that great-uncle who was 
executed in the electric chair. The author said he could handle that chapter of history tactfully. The book 
appeared. It said, "Great-uncle George occupied a chair of applied electronics at an important government 
institution, was attached to his position by the strongest of ties and ... his death came as a real shock." 

Genealogy Books at the Ames Public Library 



The entire list of titles held in the genealogy reference section at the Ames Public Library. Ames, Iowa, 
is now available on the SCGS website at http://www.storvgenes.com/Home/ames-public-librarv- 
genealogv-collection The list is available in either a spreadsheet (includes titles, author, and year of 
purchase) or pdf (smaller file). There are over 900 titles listed. You are sure to find something of 
interest! 







SCGS Minutes for March 10, 2014 Meeting 
by Elaine Larson 
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The March 10th meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Peterson at the Northcrest 
Community Green Room in Ames at 7:00 pm. There were 15 members and three guests present. 

The evening’s program, entitled Building a Cemetery: The Kelly Community Cemetery was presented 
by Merlene and Paul Whisenand. They described the need for the community cemetery, some of the 
technical aspects of the endeavor, enlisting help from the community, and the positive outcome of 
creating a lasting memorial to loved ones. 

Member Anecdote: Pat Sawyer gave a general overview of her ancestral research, She shared some 
perspectives on the large numbers of ancestors we have as we go back many generations, and in not 
just researching ancestors' names and dates, but their thoughts and beliefs as well. 

Reports: The February minutes were approved. The treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer Mary 
Ausbom. The memorial for Gretchen Triplett and the need to notify the families when memorials are 
given to the library was discussed. Librarian Lucille Wahrenbrock reported that there is a $500 budget 
for new books. Anyone with suggestions for book titles, subjects, or geographical areas of genealogical 
interests should please contact Lucille. 

Meetings: Marti Steelman, Vice President, announced future program topics through next October, 
including next month’s program by Dennis Allen and Cris Nagla on Basic Internet Genealogy. 

Correspondence: The new SCGS brochures have been sent to other surrounding libraries. 

Old Business: There will be a group of SCGS members volunteering at the IGS in Des Moines on 
Saturday, April 5 th . 

Marti Rasmussen reported that a meeting was held on the cemetery walk and that a date was tentatively 
set for the afternoon of Sunday, Oct 5 th . There is a possibility that veterans of WWI and the Spanish 
American War as well as those from the Civil War may be included. A representative from SCGS is 
needed to attend the next meeting to be held at Grandon Funeral Services on March 20 th at 7 pm. 

Marti Rasmussen spoke on the next genealogy class curriculum for the OLLI program. One proposed 
change may be for more time to work on family histories. 

New Business: Marti Steelman proposed a new way to increase SCGS membership by holding 
beginning genealogy workshops at surrounding county libraries. A fee of $10 for the class would be 
charged, which would include a year’s membership to SCGS. Marti volunteered to teach these classes 
this summer. A motion was made and seconded to approve this program. 

Announcements: The IGS Spring Technology Workshop will be held on April 12 th and the early 
registration fee is due by April 6 th . 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
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NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE 

PHONE_EMAIL_ 


Story County Genealogical Society Officers 


President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Publicity 

Librarian 

Historian 


Marilyn Peterson 
Marti Steelman 
Elaine Larson 
Mary Ausbom 
Luanne Endreland 
Lucille Wahrenbrock 
Martha Deyoe 


Newsletter Editor Vacant 


Upcoming Meeting Programs 

May 13, 2014 Theresa Liewer 
“Irish Genealogy’’ 

September 8, 2014 Sue Vande Kamp 
“Using Vital Records ” 

October 13, 2014 Dr. Jeff Bremer 
“United States Immigration Routes ” 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

With the approach of the traveling 
season and summer, your thoughts may 
turn to visiting family sites and 
cemeteries, attending reunions, making 
research trips, and connecting with family 
members. But volunteer opportunities 
also abound--some at the county level 
and others at the Iowa Genealogical 
Society (IGS). There is no excuse for a 
boring summer! Here are just a few 
happenings being planned: June 9-10 -- 
Research trip (by bus) to Midwest 
Genealogy Center in Independence, MO; 
June 21 --IGS Open House; June 28 -- 
Lock-ln at IGS (similar to slumber party, 
but not all night); September 21 -- 
Cemetery Walk at Ames Municipal 
Cemetery to honor Civil War veterans 
(part of the Ames Sesquicentennial 
celebration); September 21-28 - 
Research trip to Salt Lake City; this 
summer and fall -IGS-sponsored 
sessions to help you organize and 
preserve your research, improve the 
quality of your work, and document 
sources; and October 25-Cemetery 






























PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


Day at IGS (not a tour or walk—just 
educational and informational). Are 
you bored yet? How about attending 
classes at IGS, helping 
SCGS by presenting a research 
anecdote at a monthly meeting, 



volunteering as SCGS newsletter 
editor next fall, or indexing obituaries 
(a FamilySearch.org project that can 
be done from your computer at 
home)? If none of these fit your 
fancy, there are more. Let your 
wishes be known, and a niche can 
be found! Have a great summer! 

Marilyn 


I used to have a life, then I started genealogy 

+++++++++++ 

SCGS Minutes for April 14, 2014 Meeting 

President Marilyn Peterson called the April 14 th meeting to order at the Northcrest Community 
Green Room in Ames at 7:00 pm. There were 15 members and 5 guests present including our 
speakers, Dennis Allen and Cris Nagla. Additional guests present were Virginia Anderson and Herb 
and Betty Wright. 

Marti Steelman introduced the speakers, whose program was entitled Basic Internet Genealogy. 
They gave timely information about many useful websites and on how to share your genealogical 
information, including starting your own website. 

Member Anecdote: Buckley Peterson spoke of an old favorite family story about the start of their 
family cemetery. However upon closer inspection of dates and times, they were surprised to find 
that the popular story proved to be not true. 

Reports: The minutes of the March meeting and the treasurer's report, given by Mary Ausborn, 
were both approved. An update was given on the information and items Historian Martha Deyoe 
has available, including some records of memorial books the SCGS has purchased and presented 
to the Ames Public Library. Marilyn Peterson spoke about the IGS's many trips and educational 
classes that will be available in the coming months. Information concerning these events was 
available to take home, and also can be accessed on the IGS website, meetings: Marti Steelman 
talked about program topics planned through next October's meetings. The May program will be 
presented by Theresa Liewer, Presedent of the IGS, who will speak about Irish genealogy research. 

Business: Elaine Larson will be volunteering at the IGS in Des Moines on Saturday, June 7 th . It was 
reported by Martha Rasmussen that the fall genealogy class for the OLLI program has been 
accepted and will begin on Thursday, Sept. 25 th at 1:30 p.m. It will continue for three additional 
Thursdays and will accept 12 students who will use computers to focus in depth on several topics. 
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An update on the cemetery walk was given by Martha Rasmussen. It will be held from 2:30 and 
3:30 on Sunday, Sept 21 st at the Ames Community Cemetery. Tentatively, actors may represent 
eight to ten civil war soldiers and possibly some of their wives. The next planning meeting is to be 
held at Grandon Funeral Services on April 30 th , SCGS members wishing to attend are welcome. 

Mary Lohr spoke about the upcoming Wellsburg Workshop on beginning genealogy. It will be held 
June 28 th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Wellsburg Public Library, and topics to be covered include 
HeritageQuest, Ancestry.com Library Edition, Vital Records and Naturalization, and 
FamilySearch.org. 

Marti Steelman gave a progress update on organizing beginning genealogy workshops at 
surrounding county libraries, with Slater or Huxley being possible sites. 


Announcements: Marti Steelman told of a front page newspaper report in the Tri County Times of 
our last month's talk by Merlene and Paul Whisenand about starting the Kelley Cemetery. The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 



^ - T 

WlkW Elaine Larson 

Genealogists never die. They just lose their census 


Stretching Your Genealogy Budget 

No hobby, including genealogy, is totally without cost. However, the wise 
genealogist can find ways and methods to spend their money wisely. It's 
about getting the best value for each dollar spent. 

Software: RootsMagic, Legacy Family Tree, and Ancestral Quest all have a 
standard free version. A full-featured version is available but try the free one 
to see if it meets your needs. You may not need the “bells and whistles” 
version. GRAMPS is a completely free and open source program. 

Antivirus software: Avast, AVG, and Microsoft Security Essentials are free and 
highly rated. 

Office suite: LibreOffice and OpenOfice are comparable to Microsoft Office but 
are free. They include a word processor, spreadsheet and other features. 
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Google Drive, formerly Google Documents, also offers a file storage system, 
word processor and spreadsheet. 

Libraries: 

Your best friend in genealogy! Some offer access to Ancestry Library Edition, 
HeritageQuest, and other databases. Almost all libraries have free wi-fi and 
computers for use. You'll also find genealogy books and magazines. What's 
not to like! 

Vital Records: 

Some, like death records for Missouri, are available online. Become a Google 
search expert and learn how to locate what is available. Other sources include 
FamilySearch.org, and county GenWeb sites. Some states restrict access to 
vital records but one way around this is to check the FamilySearch.org 
website to see if the records you need have been filmed or digitized. If so, you 
can request the microfilm through a Family Search Center. 

For an updated list of online death records: http://qoo.gl/KrAz8v 

Also, if you cannot access vital records at the state level, try at the county 
level. And, if available, ask for a non-certified copy which is probably less 
expensive. 

Volunteer: 

Volunteer at IGS. Donate your time and energy to helping others ... you will 
learn in the process. 

Learn: 

Avail yourself of learning opportunities through genealogy podcasts, 
(Genealogy Gems podcast, Genealogy Guys Podcast), Youtube videos (search 
for “genealogy” or “family history”). 

Follow Facebook groups: suggested ones are Technology for Genealogy, The 
Organized Genealogist, Social Media for Genealogy, Random Acts of 
Genealogy Kindness. 

Read the blogs! Dick Eastman's newsletter, Thomas MacEntee's 
Geneabloggers site, Randy Seaver's www.genearrwsings.com .... Do a Google 
search for “genealogy blogs” 

Use the FamilySearch wiki and online learning center. 


© Mary J. Lohr, 2014 
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Genealogy: It's how we raise our spirits 


+++++++++ 

library resource reminder: Many family history resources are available in 
Central Iowa for your genealogical research. Most local libraries have varied and 
differing items. Check individual library websites or one of the numerous brochures 
available through SCGS by e-mailing storygenes@gmail.com or writing to PO Box 
692, Ames. 

KELLEY COMMUNITY CEMETERY: Paul and Merlene Whisenand were featured in an impressive 
front page article by Brett Van Waus in the Tri-County News on March 13, 2014, about their part in 
development of the Kelley Community Cemetery. Brett attended the SCGS meeting in March when 
Paul and Merlene gave a presentation. It was an interesting and comprehensive article, which 
included several photos. CONGRATULATIONS, Paul and Merlene. 


+++++++++++ 


I brake for cemeteries. 


++++++++++++ 

Danish Workshop - Best of Class and full of Info 

"Digging for Danes —& Some Germans as Well" workshop for those of us stuck in 
Denmark or is it Germany? Our ancestors records give us different answers at 
different times. It turns out that the Danes won the first war and kept control of the 
area called Svesvig-Holstein, but in 1864, they lost it in a 2nd war with Prussia which 
later became the German Empire. This makes for confusion when tracing family in 
the census — uh... which census? 

This Danish Genealogy workshop presented by Michelle McNabb, Library Director at 
Danish Musem of America at Elk Horn, IA, was held Saturday, April 26. It was well 
attended by many who had tried on their own to wade into the complexities of this 
Danish research area. Michelle gave us great guidance first in the background 
history of the Slesvig-Holsten (German spelling) area--the wars and what the 
emigrant experience was in this time period in mid 19th century, e.g. among the 


CAUTION 


CAUTION 














regions of heaviest emigration include Bornholm (an island which lost 25% of its 
population), and northern Jutland (Hjorring & Aalborg Counties). 
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She also gave an excellent list of Emigration Services online for those who left 
Denmark. Most useful are the Danish Police emigration index 1868-1908 (1911 on 
microfiche at the museum's Genealogy Center). Also helpful is Hamburg 
Emigration List 1850-1933 (currently indexed through 1923). 

The afternoon session explored the facts in more depth about Slesvig-Holsten 
including the history lesson mentioned above. More important, I thought, was the 
discussion of using Danish-American church records and the problems using 
Census records for this area with the birthplace information, and the usefulness of 
Danish newspapers published in U.S. The Museum's library offers access to some 
of these newspapers( http://box2.nmtvault.com/DanishlM/ 1--a good source for 
obituaries and other details of particular families. 

McNabb also mentioned some stumbling blocks to research. 
In some cases, records in an area are in both Danish and 
German or a mixture of both--an embarrassment of riches 
that won't help if you can read either language. 

Primary source records may have used Gothic handwriting 
until WWI. And Denmark lacked censuses when it was 
transferred to Prussia in 1864, but after the counties were returned to Denmark, they 
were enumerated for the 1921 Danish Census 

In the last session, McNabb demonstrated how to use some of the online resources 
mentioned previously. This was helpful, and she made comments about different 
ways to approach a research task. 

All in all, I felt the day was well spent, though I don't have ancestors nor does my 
husband, in the Slesvig-Holsten area. I might someday be able to use my newfound 
knowledge to help someone else. 

Marti 



— mrasmussen5@gmail.com 
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President’s Message 

Welcome to the fall kick-off of Story County Genea¬ 
logical Society (SCGS) We hope you had a good 
summer filled with lots of genealogy and good times! 
We had an experience which reminded me that details 
do matter !! I was interested in finding the gravesite of 
a great uncle buried in Nebraska. Since we were go¬ 
ing to a family reunion, I noted the cemetery would be 
on our route and we could easily stop. It was in my 
mind that Uncle Cyrus was buried in Davenport Ceme¬ 
tery, Thayer, Nebraska. (I had looked it up on the map 
at one time.) Early Sunday morning we found Thayer, 
but no Davenport Cemetery. Not many people in 
Thayer were stirring, but we soon found a man who 
told us where there were two cemeteries but no Dav¬ 
enport Cemetery. After checking both, we went on our 
way to the reunion. A few miles down the road, we 
found some people coming from early morning church 
and stopped again to inquire. They knew of no Dav¬ 
enport Cemetery, but one lady knew someone she 
could ask. She went inside and soon returned and in¬ 
formed us there was a town of Davenport-in Thayer 
county-about 50 miles away! That evening after the 
reunion, we checked online and confirmed what I 
should have known if I had paid more attention to de¬ 
tail! Yes, Uncle Cyrus was buried in Davenport Ceme¬ 
tery, Davenport, Nebraska-in Thayer County. Details 
do matter! And it pays to do thorough homework prior 
to a research trip. Lesson learned! Enjoy your 
searches! See you on September 8! M arilynP eterson 


NEXT PROGRAM ; 

Mon Sept 8, 2014, 7:00 PM 
Northcrest Community Green Room 
“Using Vital Records” 

Sue Vande Kamp 

SHARE AND LEARN 

Pre-meeting session, Mon Sept 8, 6:30 PM, 
“Searching for John Peter Johnson, 
a Case Study Locating a Death Record 
and Place of Burial” 

Elaine Larson and Mary Lohr 

A continuation of a series begun in 
February 
It’s informal. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

October 13, 2014 
Dr. Jeff Bremer 

“United States Immigration Routes” 



Marilyn Peterson 

President 

Marti Steelman 

Vice President 

Mary Ausborn 

Treasurer 

Elaine Larson 

Secretary 

Martha Deyoe 

Historian 

Luanne Endreland 

Publicity 

Lucille Wahrenbrock 

Librarian 

Vacant Newsletter Editor 


Eventually you will reach a point 
when you stop lying about your age 
and start bragging about it. Will Rogers 
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SCGS meeting minutes for May 12, 2014 

President Marilyn Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Northcrest Community Green 
Room. There were 20 members and 7 guests present. The guests included Ginny Anderson, David Haynes, 
Gloria Carpenter, Jean Prestemon, Sue Mahler, Mary Buck and our speaker Theresa Liewer. 

Program: Vice President Marti Steelman introduced Ms. Liewer, President of the Iowa Genealogical Society, 
who spoke about Irish research. Information was given on Family search.org - Wiki and many other websites 
helpful in locating information about Irish ancestors. The IGS hosts an Irish Genealogy meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
on the third Tuesday of each month. 

Member Anecdote: A story about finding a German word meaning “murder” on a tombstone was given by 
Marti Steeleman. This tombstone find inspired a book to be written about cemeteries in Iowa. 

Reports: The April minutes and treasurer’s report were approved. There was no report this month from the 
Librarian or Historian. 

Marti S. reported that the September and October meetings are scheduled to be at Northcrest. The location 
of meetings after October will depend on the opening of the Ames Public Library. The September program 
entitled “Using Vital Records” will be presented by Sue Vande Kamp. 

Old Business: There will be two, and possibly more SCGS members volunteering Saturday, June 7 th at the 
IGS in Des Moines. A request for IGS volunteers for August will be placed in the newsletter. 

An update on the September 21st Cemetery Walk was given by Martha Rasmussen. Historical research is 
being done and dialogue is being created for the actors. 

A committee consisting of Martha Rasmussen, Mary Lohr, Gwenna Jacobson and Merlene Whisenand was 
formed to prepare for the fall OLLI class. 

Mary Lohr spoke of the Wellsburg Workshop in June which currently has over 20 class participants. Those 
SCGS members teaching will submit their expenses after the workshop is completed. 

Marti S. reported that she is still in the planning stages of the genealogy classes she plans to teach, but 
hopes to have the classes ready by July. 

New Business: Marilyn Peterson announced that the IGS will have an open house on Saturday, June 21 st 
from 10:00 to 2:00. Some planned events include tours and software demonstrations. If there are no SCGS 
volunteers to staff a table at the event, brochures can be made available for distribution. 

Martha Rasmussen has been given several boxes of historical books and CDs, pertaining mainly to the New 
York and New England areas. A list of these books will be made available and a decision on what to do with 
them will be made in the fall. Two options mentioned were donating them to the Ames library or having a 
book sale. 

Marti S. spoke of a letter to the editor in the May 3 rd issue of the Nevada Journal about preserving information 
found on gravestones. It was suggested that a letter should be written explaining what has already been 
done, and the current gravestone recording process. Mary Lohr, SCGS past president, wrote a letter to the 
Nevada Journal editor to this effect. 

Announcements: The IGS is hosting a Road Trip to the Midwest Genealogy Center Library in Kansas City 
on June 9 th and 10 th . The cost is $180 per person and includes the bus ride, a shared motel room and some 
meals. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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How to Organize Genealogical Material 

Twenty IGS members gathered at the state library, 628 
Grand, in Des Moines on July 14 for a round-table discussion 
about organizing research material. State President Theresa 
□ewer led the discussion with Ricki King, Linda Greethurst, and 
Jan Myers presenting their methods of organizing and storing. 

Dennis Allen presented a slide show of his research and 
color coded system. He maintains both paper and 
computer records with red file folders representing males and 
green folders representing females. In like manner, he uses the 
same color coding method on computer. 

The discussion led to which is the best system, paper or computer, and the consensus was 
“personalized preference.” Some preferred notebooks; some like files; some preferred strictly 
computer. One member noted that the State Historical Library maintains a definite paper 
system because computerization carries with it a certain amount of uncertainty surrounding 
changes in the equipment produced by the electronic industry. For example, floppy disks are out; 
CDs are “in” for the present. Zip drives are popular, but these too stand to become outdated in 
time. 



In preserving genealogical records, the Archival Standard is still paper. Old papers and 
journals should be scanned or copied because paper deteriorates over time. Some old documents 
are written in pencil, and pencil fades. When possible, use archival storage material. And, by all 
means, leave instructions about the use and care of genealogical information for later generations. 

The genealogical programs receiving the most attention at the meeting were Legacy, Roots 
Magic, and Family Tree Maker, each being preferred by someone. And, basic to the whole opera¬ 
tion was what to do with obituaries, newspaper accounts of family events, documents, and per¬ 
sonal writings. 

Accuracy of published information received some attention. Everyone had a story to tell 
about finding family information that had been recorded erroneously, obviously not documented. 
And the almost startling account of hackers getting into genealogists’ data took on a sobering and 
serious implication. 

One question arose about what to do with old-time pictures in cardboard frames. One mem¬ 
ber suggested putting them on display on a wall out of the sunlight; “You’ve got ‘em; don’t hide 
‘em.” 


The second roundtable discussion was August 11,2014, from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, at the 
IGS library, and the topic was Photo Touchup. 


BuckleyPdterscn 
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Research Trip to Kansas City 


On June 9, a group of Iowa Genealogical Society members gath¬ 
ered early at IGS to board a bus for a two-day trip to the Midwest Ge¬ 
nealogy Center in Independence, Missouri. Thirty-eight members, led 
by 1st Vice President and Tour Leader Richard Wolfe, were joined at the 
Center by 6 other IGS members for two days of uninterrupted research. 
Various levels of success were reported, but one matter of agreement was 
that the staff at the Center was very helpful and willing to answer questions. 
(They had been warned we were coming!) Upon arrival, they gave tours to 
introduce us to the location of information, computers, scanners, and copiers 
and issued day passes for computer usage. Both lunches and the Monday 
ning meal were arranged by the Center and served in a section of the library. 
Even at meal- time, the research did not stop. Members shared what they found, suggestions 
on where else to look, and the frustrations that genealogists experience. The overnight stay, that 
included breakfast, was arranged by IGS at a nearby motel, and our capable driver shuttled us to 
and from the hotel in shifts (in pouring rain) to accommodate our research tolerance levels. The 
following morning everyone was ready to go again. After another day of research and before 
leaving Independence, we stopped at Cracker Barrel for a meal where more sharing and 
"genealogy talk" abounded. A weary group arrived back in Des Moines about 9 PM after a mid¬ 
way stop in Lamoni. The consensus was that it had been an enjoyable trip that allowed us to be¬ 
come better acquainted, share our genealogical efforts, and celebrate the successes that we had 
achieved. 

M arilyn Pdterson 



+++++++++++ 

Research Workshop at Nevada 


On 16 July 2014, Marti 
Steelman, Mary Lohr, Elaine 
Larson, Luanne Endreland, 
and Martha Deyoe facilitated 
a “Getting Started in Geneal¬ 
ogy Research” workshop at the 
Nevada Public Library. The 
14 participants came prepared 
to learn, and they asked great 
questions. Story County resi¬ 
dents want to research their 
ancestors. Marti began the 
workshop sharing information 
on oral history interviews and 
vital records. Mary closed out 
the workshop sharing infor¬ 


mation on census records and news¬ 
papers. 

Marti asked the participants 
to write on an index card the burn¬ 
ing question that the participants 
want answered as they research and 
also asked the participants to com¬ 
plete an assessment. The assess¬ 
ment asked questions that will aid 
the Story County Genealogical Soci¬ 
ety in planning future workshops 
and guest speakers. 

The workshop was so well 


received that staff from the Ne¬ 
vada Public Library asked the 
group to return to the library to 
be available to help patrons 
with their genealogy research 
questions. Marti Steelman, 
Mary Lohr, and Luanne Endre¬ 
land will be at the library from 
6 PM to 8 PM on August 13. 

M arti S ted man 
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Finding Free Genealogy Books 
using Google Books 

Books? On Google? An Overview of Google Books 

Google Books provides access to digitized books from the convenience of your 
computer or mobile device. Many of the books are freely accessible (meaning in the 
public domain), while you may have limited “preview” access to others. 

The books are digitized through the Google Books Partner Program where authors 
actually upload part or all of an authored work or through its Library Project where 
Google works with public, institutional and university libraries to scan and digitize 
books. 

With Google Books, you can access text, copy and paste text to a research report, 
build a personal library, create a bibliography, embed pages on a blog and much 
more. 

Search Strategies in Google Books 

Use your normal search techniques for Google at http://books.qooqle.com to search 
only books. Also consider using the Advanced Book Search 
( http://books.qooqle.com/advanced book search) which allows you to limit your 
search to only free (Full View) books or magazines. 

A search will look at the books’ bibliographic information (e.g., title, author,etc.) and 
the book’s full text (if available). 


Understanding the “Views” 

Here are the different types of views available for books in Google Books: 

?Full View: A book is available for free if it says “Read.” Also known as Full View, 
according to Google if “the book is out of copyright, or if the publisher or author has 
asked to make the book fully viewable. The Full View allows you to view any page 
from the book, and if the book is in the public domain, you can download, save and 
print a PDF version to read at your own pace.” 

?Limited View: A book is available in Limited View if “the publisher or author has 
given us permission, you can see a limited number of pages from the book as a 
preview.” 

?Snippet View: A book is available in Snippet View which “like a card catalog, 
shows information about the book plus a few snippets - a few sentences to display 
your search term in context.” 

?No Preview Available: If a book is marked as No Preview Available you can only 
see basic bibliographic information about the book.” 
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Note: don’t disregard books listed as Limited or Snippet View . . . very often you can 
find bits of information related to your search which will help your genealogy 
research. 

Using Google Books Contents 

Once you’ve located a book that you want to reference as part of your research, 
here are some ways you can use the contents: 

?Download Full View books. Click the “gear” icon in the upper right corner to see 
the download options such as PDF or text. 

?Check out Ebook options. In the left sidebar, hover the cursor over Ebook - Free 
to see what devices are compatible with the downloadable text formats. 

?Create link to book. Click the Link icon in the menu bar and then paste the link to 
the book in a document. There is also an embed feature available. 

?Search within a book. Use the Search in this book field in the left sidebar to 
locate surnames, place names and other information. Click Clear search in the 
upper right corner to remove all search filtering. 

?Clip a segment of a page. Click the Scissors icon and then highlight the section 
of the page to be clipped. The Share this clip dialog appears with options for using 
the clip. 

?Search in Limited View books. You never know what you’ll find, even in a book 
designated as Limited View. If certain pages you feel you need are not available, 
look at purchasing or borrowing the book. 

Using the My Library Feature 

The My Library feature in Google Books allows you to create a virtual personalized 
library of Google Books. When you find a book you want to track in the future, click 
Add to my library in the menu bar at the top of the screen. Note: you must have a 
Google account in order to use the My Library feature. 

You can also create a “shelf” for specific types of books - it is basically a way of 
labeling, tagging or categorizing books so they are easier to find. While in My 
Library, click the New Shelf button in the sidebar. Enter a name and description 
and select a privacy level (Public is the default). Then select the shelf when using 

the Add to my library feature. 
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Tips and Tricks for Google Books 

Here are some tips on getting the most out of Google Books when researching: 

?Use Advanced Search to find free books. If your goal is to find books with Full 
View access that you can download, use the Advanced Book Search function and 
limit your results. 

?Access bibliographic information. Click About this book in the left sidebar the 
scroll to the bottom of the page. You can even export the information to standard 
formats such as BiBTeX and EndNote. 

?Get book in print. Once you’ve located a book, click Get this book in print and 

select a vendor or locate a library that has the book. 

?Use WorldCat to access some books. Those books that are not Full View, can 
still be accessed through your local public or institutional library. Under Get this book 
print, select Find in a Library which will bring you to the WorldCat website. Use 
WorldCat to search for locations where the book can be borrowed via inter-library 
loan - scroll down and locate your nearest library in the Find a copy in the library 
section. 

?Search for magazines. In the Advanced Book Search screen, click Magazines in 
the Content section to limit your search results to only magazines. Offerings include 
ALL back issues of Ancestry magazine which stopped publication in 2010. 

Resources 

?Google Books 
http://books.aooale.com 

?Google Books - Advanced Search 
http://books.aooale.com/advanced book search 

?Google Books / Google Scholar comparison 

http://bit.lv/gbascomp 

?WorldCat 

http://www.worldcat.org 

Copyright 2014 by Thomas MacEntee. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Visit Thomas' website High-Definition Genealogy at http.www.hidefgen.com 

M ary L ohr 


+++++++++ 
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Submitted by Marti Steelman 

What will genealogy research look like in ten years? Fifty years? Will county genealogy 
societies die a slow death with online resources? Malls impacted main streets much like 
online shopping is impacting malls. Stop reading here, close your eyes and contemplate 
this possibility for a couple of minutes then continue reading. 

With online resources it’s possibible to compile a family tree by typing in a name. What 
other information would a family historian gather through online resources? Which online 
resources provide information on how ancestors lived or why an ancestor moved? Which 
online resources provide physical descriptions of ancestors? Which online resources 
provide a map showing the route ancestors took from the homeland to the last place they 
lived? Which online resources share the stories of our ancestors everyday lives - the 
stories we love to hear that make our ancestors real? Which grandma smoked a corn cob 
pipe? Which grandpa kept a journal? 

Do you think genealogical societies, like the Story County Genealogical Society, might die a 
slow death with online resources? Should the Story County Genealogical Society be more 
visible in Story County and central Iowa? How long did you live in Story County before you 
heard about the Story County Genealogical Society. The participation at the Wellsburg 
Library workshop and the Nevada Public Library workshop is an indication that there is an 
interest in genealogical research. 

What if members of the Story County Genealogical Society were available as speakers to 
history teachers in Story County? History teachers seek out the holocaust survivor, Why do 
you think history teachers don’t seek out a genealogist? Image sharing how genealogists 
use US and world history to write our family histories? Could our members influence 
students to look at history class a little differently? Wouldn’t it be exciting to reach even one 
student who decided to start researching his/her family history? 

Our membership has a wealth of information just waiting to be shared. Think of the history 
the Story County Genealogical Society members have witnessed? Think of changes in 
education, travel, and technology. Think of how genealogists use events in history when 
researching a family. 

Now think of the “firsts” our ancestors witnessed. Did you think of transportation? Lighting a 
home? Shopping? Topography as our ancestors moved? Did you have an ancestor live in 
a sod house? Did you have an ancestor fight prairie fires? Did you have an ancestor live 
among an Indian tribe? Do you have a family story to share with the next generation? 

Are you interested in the Story County Genealogical Society continuing with workshops if 
libraries or groups would like to host us? Some counties have small memberships. Are you 
interested in the Story County Genealogical Society working with smaller county 
genealogical societies/family history research? 

Have you heard people say they don’t know how to start their genealogy research? Have 
you heard people say they pay for a subscription to an online resource and in no time they 
have their family tree? Is this online resoure alone proof enough that the information is 
accurate? Will it be proof enough in ten years or fifty years? 
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Members of the Story County Genealogical Society could share the benefits of online 
resources and howto evaluate and analyze the information so people can delve further into 
the family tree. These are the people with the genealogy gene. These are the people the 
Story County Genealogical Society members need to reach. 

If members of the Story County Genealogical Society don’t reach out, who will? Will our 
descendants research what once was a county genealogical society? 

M artiste man 10 August 2014 


++++++++++ 

Howard Shanks Collection Donation 


During the May 2014 meeting, I announced the donation to our Story County Genealogical Society of 
Howard Shanks' Genealogy Books by his wife, Laura Shanks. Howard was a member of our society 
and died some time ago, but his wife was getting their home ready to be sold. 

I sent a list of these books to the Iowa Genealogical Society Library for their librarian to determine 
which ones would be useful to their collection. I donated the following five books and delivered them 
there. 

DONATIONS TO IA. GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY LIBRARY- JUNE 2014 

1. Jonas, Linda & Milner, Paul. A GENEALOGIST'S GUIDE TO YOUR SCOTTISH ANCESTORS. 

2. Kirkpatrick, Inez E. STAGECOACH TRAILS IN IOWA 

3. Robinson, J. Reid author. A HISTORY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SPRINGWATER, N.Y. 

4. Tucker, Sheila Saft, author. THE TOWNSHIP OF FLEMING, CAYUGA COUNTY, NEW YORK, 

1823-1973. 

5. Tuttle, William H. author and Bracey, Isabel, editor. NAMES AND SKETCHES OF THE PIONEER 

SETTLERS OF MADISON COUNTY, NEW YORK. 

I still have about 11 books left from Howard Shanks library and will donate them to the Ames Public 
Library Genealogy Reference Collection once the new Ames library opens. If anyone would like to 
see these books or wants a list of them, please email me at this email < mart515@vahoo.com > and 
put "Howard Shanks Collection " in the Subject line. Thank you. 


MARTIRASMUSSEN 


++++++++++ 

CEMETERY WALK 


Story County Genealogical Society, in conjunction with Ames Historical Society, will sponsor 
a cemetery walk on Sunday, September 21, 2014, at 2:30 PM, commemorating Ames’ 
150 th , Sesquicentennial anniversary. The program will be at the Ames Cemetery at the 
corner of 9 th and Maxwell Streets, the main road from 9 th Street. The program is free and 
open to the public. Bring your own lawn chairs. Rain date: October 5, 2014. Further 
information is available by calling Kathy Svec at 515-232-4877. 

Ten Ames pioneers who were Civil War Veterans and two wives will be featured, including 
the following: John Cole, early builder; John Duncan, Intelligencer Editor; Thomas Gossard, 
farmer; Sarah Emery Gossard, first Ames school teacher; Wallace Greeley, banker and 
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Mayor; Mary Greeley, trustee of first library board; Charles Hamilton, longest surviving Story 
County Civil War veteran; Ben Kingsbury, farmer; Hiram Munn, lumberyard owner; Parley 
Sheldon, Mayor, Fred Tilden, druggist and grocer, and George Tilden of Tilden’s Dry Good 
Store. Costumed readers will portray the stories of these featured historical figures. 

Gretchen Triplett, now deceased, originated the idea of a cemetery walk honoring Civil War 
veterans. An exploratory committee was formed, consisting of Marti Rasmussen, Luanne 
Endreland, and Annette Thompson. With the help of Kathy Svec of the Ames Historical 
Society, a planning committee was formed, including Carolyn Klaus of the Ames 150 th 
Anniversary Committee, John Klaus, Tim Grandon, Marti Rasmussen, and Patricia Sawyer. 

+++++++++ 

Historic Cemetery Tour 

Saturday, September 6, 9:00 AM 

Location: McFarland Park, Nevada, Iowa 50201 

Contact: 515-232-2516 

Email: ( mailto:conservation@storvcountv.com) 

Information: http://www.storycountyiowa.gov/calendar 

Participants will meet at McFarland Park before traveling to several cemeteries in the 
county. You will investigate gravestone symbolism and learn about pioneers and the places 
they are laid to rest. Participants should bring a drink and sack lunch; long pants are 
recommended. Light to moderate hiking is possible. Fee $5.00. Registration and payment 
required by 4:00 PM, Wednesday, September 3. 


STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting. 

Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society. 

Membership is_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 

Dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of the calendar year. 

MEMBER OF IOWA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY_YES 


NAME: 

ADDRESS:' 

CITY: STATE:”' 

PHONE" E-M AlL: 



L ogo design by 
Karen Pattee 
David 
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PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


President’s Message 

Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS) has nothing 
to do with finding your location on a map; it has 
everything to do with finding your way in geneal¬ 
ogy. On September 6, 2014, Alice Veen, who 
became a Certified Genealogist in July, together 
with Linda Greethurst, conducted an introductory 
class at IGS in Des Moines. The class was 
open to the public. 

The Board of Certification for GPS has adopted 
the five following steps to insure that genealogi¬ 
cal research is authentic: 

1. Reasonably Exhaustive Research 

2. Complete accurate citations 

3. Analyze sources for accuracy and authenticity 

4. Resolve conflicts of evidence 

5. Write a sound and coherent conclusion 

The GPS is a tool comprised of fundamentally 
sound standards that can be applied to any ge¬ 
nealogical question. Some guidelines to keep in 
mind are: Develop a plan of action and identify 
a question. Stay focused! Analyze the sources, 
determining how authentic they are. Was the 
information provided at the time of the event or 
recorded later? Get back to the original as much 
as possible. (The internet has taught us we 

Cont’d on page 2... 


NEXT PROGRAM 

October 13, 2014 
Dr. Jeff Bremer 

Assistant Professor of History at ISU 
“United States Immigration Routes” 

SHARE AND LEARN 

Pre-meeting session, Mon Oct 13, 6:30 PM, 
“Genealogy Focus Group” 

UPCOMING PROGRAM 

November 10, 2014 
Dr. Jana Byars, ISU History Professor 
“Paleography” 

Election of officers and 
social time 
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...Cont’d President’s Message 

can’t believe everything we read.) Was the 
information from several sources provided by one 
person or by different persons? Analyze every 
source. Be accurate in citations! Someone 
should be able to go to your source 100 years 
from now and gain the same conclusions. Write 
and explain your thought process to support the 
conclusions. The quality of work you do in the 
process determines the quality of results on the 
final product. 

The book, Genealogical Proof Standard—Building a 
Solid Case, 3rd Revised Edition, by Christine Rose, is 
being used as the textbook for the IGS class. Numer¬ 
ous other books are available, including several edi¬ 
tions of the Genealogy Standards Manual. More in¬ 
formation can be found on the Board for Certified Ge¬ 
nealogists’ website, http://www.bcgcertification.org. 

It is in everyone’s best interest to understand and in¬ 
corporate the principles of the Genealogical Proof 
Standard. Vet&iMn 

Recorder’s Office 


attempts to close vital records to the public, they are 
STILL OPEN. The vital records of 1921-1942 are 
only available at State level. Birth records are filed 
with the State, and counties get lists. Death records 
are to be filed within 3 days of the event. One book of 
death records of the late 1880s has been lost. The re¬ 
corder’s office also has military records, discharges, 
etc. They are confidential unless over 75 years old. 
Land records are available back to 1850. Town and 
Land records are separated. Most records are comput¬ 
erized after 1974. Adoption records used to be re¬ 
corded, but they are not any more. Divorces and 
adoptions are still located in the office 
of the Clerk of Court. 


The recorders’ of¬ 
fice can also do 
passports. Sue also 
explained about get¬ 
ting a REAL I.D., 
which helps speed 
up many procedures 
where identification 
needed. 



Sue VandeKamp, Story County Recorder , gave a very 
interesting presentation about the records that are 
available in her office. The recorder’s office is open 
from 8 AM to 5 PM daily, and researchers are wel¬ 
come. The recorder’s office has records of births, 
back to 1880, marriages from 1854 to the present, and 
deaths, also from 1880 forward. Vital record rules are 
set by Code by the State of Iowa and the Department 
of Health. That office has access to online records of 
other counties and can make plain papercopies (not to 
be used for legal purposes) at a cost of $5.00 while a 
certified copy is $20.00. The State of Iowa cannot 
post vital records or indexes online. Despite several 


Sue will be celebrating her upcoming retirement after 
36 years in the Recorder’s Office. We wish her well. 


Genealogy: It’s how we raise our spirits 


Marilyn Peterson 

President 

Marti Steelamn 

Vice President 

Mary Ausborn 

Treasurer 

Elaine Larson 

Secretary 

Martha Deyoe 

Historian 

Luanne Endreland 

Publicity 

Lucille Wahrenbrock 

Librarian 

Vacant 

Newsletter Editor 
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Finding John P. Johnson 

(Summary of a case study presented by Elaine Larson and Mary Lohr at a SCGS meeting) 

Genealogy researchers have long experienced same name phenomena or the "Curse of the Common Surname." In 
many cultures the same names were used repeatedly. Throw in the patronymic naming system and it creates a real 
challenge to ensure you are identifying the right person in the right place at the right time 

Our subject of interest, John Peter Johnson, was born in 1870 in Boone County, Iowa, and according to federal census 
records lived in Morrison County, Minnesota from about 1905 until at least 1940. But what happened to him after that? 
We had a newspaper obituary account listing his wife Sophia as her brother's survivor living in Willmar, Minnesota in 
1945. Then another newspaper clipping stating John P. had stopped in Lakefield, Minnesota to visit a brother and was on 
the way to Batavia, Illinois. 


We created a timeline as a beginning point. Our plan then was to find an obituary or burial information. Since he had lived 
so many years in Morrison County, Minnesota that seemed a logical place to begin our research. We Googled his name 
and anything we could associate with it along with Morrison County. We searched the Morrison County GenWebsite 
hoping to find a source for an obituary. Even endless searches on BillionGraves.com and Findagrave.com were not 
productive. A request for a copy of his obituary was delayed because we had not put our contact information on the 
request. [Note to self: when requesting information, be sure to supply a mailing address, phone number or postal 
address.] When we did receive an obituary it was for a different John P. Johnson! 

Then we turned our attention to the Willmar, Minnesota area and enlisted the research help of the Kandiyohi Historical 
Society. Their researchers did extensive work on our behalf and, despite finding an obituary for three persons named 
John P. Johnson, we still did not have information on the person we were seeking. However, they did find an obituary on 
John P. Johnson's son, Alvin. According to this piece of information, Alvin had a surviving brother living in Aurora, Illinois 
(close to Batavia). 

By this time we were quite discouraged and put everything aside for several weeks. But then we realized 1945 was 
relatively "recent" in genealogy terms so we were fairly certain the death records for John P. and Sophia Johnson existed 
"somewhere." On a whim, we explored burial information a bit more for Kane County, Illinois using Findagrave.com. 
Nothing related to our search was found. A late night, last attempt was made on the site BillionGraves.com. We found a 
listing for John P. Johnson (born 1870, died 1956) and his wife Sophia (died 1952) in River Hills Memorial Park of Aurora, 
Illinois. The dates fit our time frame, the location coincided with the area of Batavia (close to Aurora), and the lettering on 
John P.'s memorial marker listed him as Rev. This also fit since at various times he was listed in the census as both a 
farmer and "minister of God." We are working to obtain a copy of death records and an obituary to firm up our 
conclusions. 

Lessons we learned along the way: perseverance pays dividends; including contact information on a request is essential; 
collaboration is key; and, newspapers are a boon to family history research. (But we're still recovering from all those 
persons with similar names!) ffloApc&M 


FINDING YOUR ROOTS 


IGS FALL CONFERENCE 


Tuesday nights at 7:00 through October 
IPTV 

Weekly programs, featuring well-known persons 
whose ancestry has been traced by genealogists. Upcoming 
programs will include the genealogy of Ken Burns and 
Anderson Cooper, among others. 



Fall IGS Conference is being held at St Paul's Presby¬ 
terian Church in Johnston October 10-11, 2014. Key¬ 
note speaker will be Kathleen Brandt. Breakout ses¬ 
sions will cover: Finding the Elusive Civil War Ances¬ 
tor; Technology Toys for Genealogists; Military Re¬ 
search for Genealogists; Indian Tribes in the Iowa Vi¬ 
cinity; Leaping Over Brick Walls; How We Were Freed; 
Sharing Our Ancestors; SAPIC (State Association for 
the Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries) Presentation. 

Late Registration—$105 515-276-0287 

628 E Grand Ave igs@iowagenealogy.org 

Des Moines, IA 50309-1924 


Genealogy is like hide and seek. They hide, I seek. 
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The Story Tellers 

by Tom Dunn 

We are the chosen. My feelings are in each family 
there is one who seems called to find the ancestors. 

To put flesh on their bones and make them live again, 
to tell the family story and to feel that somehow they 
know and approve. To me, doing genealogy is not a 
cold gathering of facts but, instead, breathing life into 
all who have gone before. We are the story tellers of 
the tribe. All tribes have one. We have been called as 
it were by our genes. 

Those who have gone before cry out to us: Tell our 
story, So, we do. In finding them we somehow find 
ourselves. How many graves have I stood before now 
and cried? I have lost count. How many times have I 
told the ancestors you have a wonderful family you 
would be proud of us? How many times have I 
walked up to a grave and felt somehow there was love 
there for me? I cannot say. 

It goes beyond just documenting facts. It goes to who 
am I and why do I do the things I do. It goes to seeing 
a cemetery about to be lost forever to weeds and indif¬ 
ference and saying I can’t let this happen. The bones 
here are bones of my bones and flesh of my flesh. It 
goes to doing something about it. 

It goes to pride in what our ancestors were able to ac¬ 
complish. How they contributed to what we are today. 
It goes to respecting their hardships and losses, their 
never giving in or giving up, their resoluteness to go 
on and build a life for their family. 

It goes to deep pride that they fought to make and 
keep us a Nation. It goes to a deep and immense un¬ 
derstanding that they were doing it for us. That we 
might be born who we are. That we might remember 
them. So we do. With love and caring and scribing 
each fact of their existence, because we are them and 
they are us. 

So, as a scribe called, I tell the story of my family. It 
is up to that one called in the next generation to an¬ 
swer the call and take their place in the long line of 
family storytellers. 


That is why I do my family genealogy, and that is 
what calls those young and old to step up and put flesh 
on the bones. 


Share and Learn 
Oct 13, 2014, 6:30 PM Northcrest 

Interested in a daytime Genealogy Focus group? 
Preliminary plans are to begin such a group in 
January 2015 if there is sufficient interest. Please 
bring your suggestions of what you would expect 
in such a gathering. fa/or 


SCGS Meeting Minutes for Sept, 8, 
2014 

The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn 
Peterson at 7:00 p.m. in the Northcrest Community 
Green Room. There were 25 members and 8 guests 
present. 

Program: Mary Lohr introduced the evening's 
speaker Sue Vande Kamp, the Story County Recorder 
whose talk was entitled “Using Vital Records.” Ms. 
Vande Kamp spoke about records available at the Re¬ 
corder's office, and the Iowa rules that regulate various 
record searches. 

Member Anecdote: There was no anecdote this 
month and inquiries were made for a volunteer to give 
an anecdote for the October meeting. 

Reports: The May minutes were approved with the 
clarification that the book mentioned in the May mem¬ 
ber anecdote was written by a retired University of 
Northern Iowa professor. 

The Treasurer's report was given by Mary Ausborn. 
Bills were submitted for post office box rent, printing 
new membership lists and newsletter costs. A motion 
was made for approving payment of these bills, sec¬ 
onded and passed. 

Marilyn Peterson gave the Vice President's report for 
Marti Steelman. The October and November meet 

Cont’d on Pg 5.... 
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...Cont’d from Pg 4 

ings will be held in the Northcrest Community Green 
Room. The speaker for the October meeting will be 
Dr. Jeff Bremer who will be talking on U.S. immigra¬ 
tion routes. November's topic will be on paleography 
and a workshop for members is planned for January. 

An interest group focusing on genealogy research was 
proposed to begin after the first of the year. A sign-up 
sheet was started for those wanting to attend. 

Mary Lohr gave reports on the Wellsburg and Nevada 
genealogy workshops. Both were successful, and 
positive feedback was given by attendees. A Novem¬ 
ber 5th help session is scheduled for the Nevada par¬ 
ticipants. 

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Iowa State 
University (OLLIE) genealogy class will begin Thurs¬ 
day, September 25th and will continue Thursdays for 
4 weeks. The class is currently full and has a waiting 
list. 

Please contact Lucille Wahrenbrock with ideas for 
book purchases. Subjects or areas of the country that 
are of interest to members could be suggested as well 
as book titles. 

Old Business: A Cemetery Walk that will remember 
Ames pioneers who were Civil War veterans and two 
of their wives, will be held on Sunday, Sept. 21 st at 
2:30 p.m. at the Ames Cemetery. Readers in period 


costume will portray 12 Ames/Story County residents 
of that era. It was suggested to bring your own lawn 
chair for the event. 

Martha Rasmussen reported that 5 books in the How¬ 
ard Shanks book collection (several boxes of donated 
historical books and CDs) have been given to the Iowa 
Genealogical Society and the remaining books will be 
donated to the Ames Public Library when it reopens. 

Volunteers were requested to help at the Iowa Genea¬ 
logical Society in Des Moines on the first Saturday of 
even numbered months. A sign-up sheet extending 
from October through the next few months was made 
available for volunteers to sign. Anyone wanting to 
volunteer for October was asked to notify Marilyn Pe¬ 
terson at least one week ahead of time. 


Volunteers for a nominating committee are needed for 
the annual election of officers that will take place at 
the November 10th meeting. Offices that will be open 
in 2015 are: President, Vice President, Librarian, and 
Newsletter Editor (currently vacant). Offices where 
the current officers are willing to serve another term 
are: Secretary - Elaine Larson, Treasurer - Mary Aus- 
bom, Publicity - Luanne Endreland, 
and Historian - Martha Deyoe. 

Announcements: The annual IGS 
conference will take place on October 
10 - 11th at the St. Paul Presbyterian 
Church in Johnston, Iowa. 




STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting. 

Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society. 

Membership is_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 


Logo design by 
Karen Pattee 
David 


Dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of the calendar year. 

MEMBER OF IOWA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY_YES 


NAME:_ 

ADDRESS:_ 

CITY:_STATE: 
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CEMETERY WALK, A TIME OF REMEMBERING 


Nine readers performed at the Wallace Greeley mausoleum in the Ames Municipal Cemetery on 
September 21,2014, to fulfill the Cemetery Walk commitment sponsored jointly by Ames Historical 
Society and Story County Genealogical Society. Wallace and Mary Greeley were highlighted by 
Jere Maddux and Carolyn Klaus on the steps of the Greeley mausoleum. Members of the audience 
who were able and wished to walk to the various grave sites did so after the performance. Flags 
marked the individual burial sites of the Ames pioneers represented by the cast of readers. The en¬ 
tire cast is entitled to well-deserved accolades for a superb performance. Approximately 150 people 
from Ames and the surrounding area attended. 



The cast of readers 


Ancestry.com and the Associated Press 
Bring 

Historical AP Archives Online 
Available at Ancestry,com/AP, the voluminous card cata¬ 
log of names and subjects links to more than two million 
records and more than one million AP stories spanning 
1937 to 1985...Ancestry.com members will be able to 
search for stories by name, and then click through to view 
a digitized copy of the full AP story. Stories can also be 
searched by subject and by date. 

For those wishing to search the AP archives on Ances- 
try.com they may do so by visiting Ancestry.com/AP. For 
those looking to start researching their own family history, 
please visit www.ancestry.com. 

Cont’d next column 


Jere Maddux and Carolyn Klaus as Wallace 
and Mary Greeley 


Cont’d from previous column 

In addition, the project has made available a set 
of internal AP publications dating back to 
1904, including the staff magazine AP World, 
which began publication in 1943. 

Excerpted from Des Moines County Genea¬ 
logical Society, Spring 2014, Vol 42, Issue 1 
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PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


President’s Message 

Our November meeting marks the end of an¬ 
other SCGS year. A special thanks goes to 
our officers who have faithfully served- 
especially to Marti Steelman and Lucille 
Wahrenbrock who are retiring from their of¬ 
fices. They have served us well and will be 
missed. Fortunately, we have some good 
nominees for the positions. The Society 
members have had a busy year with classes, 
workshops, help sessions, the cemetery walk, 
and other activities. The re-opening of the 
public library added an exciting dimension. 
The genealogy section is conveniently lo¬ 
cated on the second floor and is a great place 
for research. Be sure to stop by to see it if 
you have not already been there. 

At our annual meeting on November 10, we 
will share our family research projects--in 
whatever form you want. It is always helpful 
to see what others are doing and how they 
display and keep track of their information. 
Bring along your latest technology toys. 

Oh, yes, we will also have treats! This is our 
"social" meeting of the year. Bring something 
to share with the others. Drinks will 
be provided. 

Cont’d on pg 2... 



NEXT PROGRAM 

Share and Learn 6:30 PM, Nov 10. 

“Continuation of “Genealogy Focus Group” 
Social time 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Election of Officers; Bring treats to share 

UPCOMING PROGRAM 
January 12, 2015—discussion on the future 
of genealogical societies in the internet 
age. 
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...Cont’d President’s Message 


We look forward to seeing you on Monday, Novem¬ 
ber 10, at Northcrest. Let's celebrate another suc¬ 
cessful and active year of the Story County Genea¬ 
logical Society! 




SCGS Meeting Minutes - October 13, 2014 

President Marilyn Peterson called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m. in the Northcrest Community Green Room. 
There were 21 members and three guests present includ¬ 
ing the evening's speaker. 

Program: Marti Steelman introduced Dr. Jeff Bremer, an 
Assistant Professor of History at Iowa State. He spoke on 
U.S. Immigration routes as they related to Iowa history, 
including some of the reasons for immigration and the 
various travel methods used by immigrants. 

Anecdote: While doing genealogical research, Mary Lohr 
told of finding a civil marriage registration written in Ger¬ 
man. She requested to have it translated through a Face- 
book Group entitled Genealogical Translations and quickly 
received a translation, finding much useful information 
from the record. 

Reports: The September minutes were approved as writ¬ 
ten. Mary Ausborn gave the Treasurer's report which will 
be filed for audit. Marti Steelman spoke about future meet¬ 
ing topics including paleography, that will be given by Dr. 
Jana Byars in November, and January's discussion on 
technology. The November meeting will be held in the 
Northcrest Green Room. The OLLI genealogy class has 
one more session left. There will be a help session on 
October 23rd from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. where everyone is 
welcome. A help session is also scheduled for November 
5th from 10 a.m. to noon at the Nevada Public Library. 

The Cemetery Walk held on September 21st was suc¬ 
cessful, as reported by Martha Rasmussen. There were 
approximately 150 people in attendance to hear costumed 
performers tell their Civil War era stories. There is the pos¬ 
sibility to hold a similar event in several years as another 
joint effort with the Historical Society. The Howard Shanks 
book collection has been distributed, and the books do¬ 
nated to the Ames Public Library are being cataloged. 

Old Business: Volunteers are needed to help at the Iowa 
Genealogical Society in Des Moines on December 6th. A 
sign up sheet for volunteers was available for December 
and subsequent months. 

New Business: There is interest in starting a group 
that will focus on genealogy and technology. A mo¬ 
tion was made to establish this new group, which was 
seconded and passed. The group may be co-sponsored by 
the SCGS and the Ames Public Library. A sign up sheet 
Was available for those interested. 


It was suggested that the SCGS should have a table set up 
with various books, the newsletter, etc. for visitors who 
attend the monthly meetings. 

Announcements: The November meeting will include 
the election of officers. The Vice President position is 
still available. The November meeting will include a so¬ 
cial time and everyone is invited to share a favorite holi¬ 
day snack/treat. 

Marti Steelman encouraged everyone to share their ge¬ 
nealogical research. 

There will be a genealogy workshop held at the Kendall 
Young Library in Webster City on October 25 from 10:00 
AM to 4:00 PM and will include lunch. 

An online National Archives Virtual Genealogy Fair will 
be held October 28-30. 


Dr. Jeff Bremer At October SCGS Meeting 

Dr. Jeff Bremer, from the History Department at 
Iowa State University spoke about immigration pat¬ 
terns in Iowa during 
the early years of 
settlement. People 
began moving into 
Iowa about 1833, 
with the largest num¬ 
ber coming between 
1870 and 1920 
when the state 
gained almost 2 mil¬ 
lion people. This 
corresponds with a similar immigration pattern in the 
rest of the United States. Various reasons brought 
them here; some were forced out of other countries 
(famine, economics, expensive land, etc.) while oth¬ 
ers were pulled here to improve circumstances and 
have greater opportunity, or they may have had 
family here. Numerous books are available about 
Iowa's history, migration, and the Underground Rail¬ 
road. One he recommended is Iowa; The Middle 
Land , by Dorothy Schweider, former professor at 
Iowa State University. Other books can be found on 
the University of Iowa Press website. 
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Hats off, hand shakes, and more pie! All of that and our praise for a job well done by our dedicated officers 
in 2014. We thank them here as a group. Step up and thank them individually. Story County Genealogical 
Society votes on a new slate of officers for 2015 at the November 10 meeting, Let’s look for- 
1 ward to another great year. 


Share and Learn 

The November Share and Learn, which will begin at 6:30 P.M. will be a share your best genealogy 
tip. We’ll also discuss the format and future of Share and Learn. Do we want to continue this infor¬ 
mal session prior to our regular meeting? If so, what are your expectations for this event? How will 
the program Genealogy Plus beginning in January affect the Share and Learn session? 


SCGS Officers 2014 


Marilyn Peterson, President; Mary Ausborn, Treasurer; Luanne Endreland, Publicity; Marti Steelman, Vice President; 

Elaine Larson, Secretary; 

Not pictured—Lucille Wahrenbrock, Librarian; Martha Deyoe, Historian 


hapty 

THANKS¬ 

GIVING 


A Lot of Fun at OLLI 


The OLLI genealogy class series has con¬ 
cluded with positive feedback. The class was 
filled shortly after registration opened and 
had a waiting list. Some of the class mem¬ 
bers voiced interest in taking an advanced 
class in the future. One of the class members 
reported making some amazing discoveries 
and said, “This is a lot of fun.” We’ll take 
that as a measure of success. 


'J/Ja/iAf oCjdiA; 
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A GREAT IGS FALL CONFERENCE 



Kathleen Brant, the keynote speaker for the Iowa 
Genealogical Society (IGS) Fall Conference, 
showed her "private investigator" side as she in¬ 
troduced us to numerous little-known websites to 
search for our ancestors, particularly Civil War 
veterans. She emphasized that there are many 
different kinds of records at both the state and 
federal level. If you are told the records were 
lost in a fire, try another avenue--National Per¬ 
sonnel Records Center, morning reports and 
unit rosters, Adjutant General's Paper, funeral 
home documentation, final payment roll, and nu¬ 
merous others. Many are available at the ar- 
chives.gov site. 

She also gave ideas on sharing ancestral sto¬ 
ries with family members who may not be par¬ 
ticularly interested-using booklets, scrapbooks, 
storytelling, family trees, or quilts. There is much 
more to genealogy than names, dates, and 
places! With today's technology, numerous 
other possibilities have been opened. We were 


introduced to technology tools -don't leave home 
without your toys] Suggested items are: a port¬ 
able scanner (her choice is the Flip-Pal), smart 
phone or tablet, video/voice recorder, GPS, cam¬ 
era, and of course, a computer. She amazed us 
with a Livescribe Smart pen that captures written 
notes while recording the interview. Notes can 
be sketchy, and the miracle pen records the 
complete information for downloading to a PC or 
Mac. What a dream for genealogists! 

An IGS member, Kathy Gourley, gave a presen¬ 
tation on Indian Tribes in the Iowa vicinity in the 
19th Century: Who, When, Where. She summa¬ 
rized which tribes were living in specific parts of 
Iowa and highlighted some of the historic records 
available. 

A panel of members of the State Association for 
the Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries (SAPIC) 
closed our conference by introducing its work of 
preserving and protecting pioneer cemeteries in 
Iowa. Look for more information on this group on 
page 5 of this newsletter. 



New Benefit for Members Only 

SCGS is now offering a new benefit to members only. If you wish to include up to six surnames that you are research¬ 
ing, you may submit them via email to The names will be posted on our website, but the name 

of the SCGS member will only be by first name and last initial. Persons who visit the website and wish to contact the 
researcher can email their contact information to P.O. 692, Ames, Iowa 50010. 

The member will then be given the information and can respond if they choose. No personal email, address, or full 
name will be revealed on the website. If the surname you are researching is common, you can add qualifying informa¬ 
tion such as a location or range of years. Take a look at the webpage for full details and take advantage of the service 
open only to current members of Story County Genealogical Society. You may be contacted by a new cousin. 


'TTlcvuf o tjytw 
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BillionGraves and Jim Lohr 


Do you ever go onto the internet to search for a grave on BillionGraves.com? If you do, you may 
find one of many photos taken by Ames resident Jim Lohr, husband of SCGS member Mary Lohr. 
An extensive article in the Ames Tribune on October 9, 2014, highlighted the work Jim has done 
mapping gravestones at five Ames cemeteries. All work for the site is done on a volunteer basis by 
persons like Jim who want to assist anyone doing research but unable to visit grave sites of family 
members. The website has a GPS feature that pinpoints the exact site of the gravestone. Jim 
spent about five months working on the project and uploaded a total of 10,946 photos to Billion- 
Graves. Thank you, Jim, for your tremendous dedication to serving the genealogy community in 
Ames and around the world. Copies of the article will be available at the November SCGS meeting. 




State Association for the Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries (SAPIC )—"Dedicated to the Protec¬ 
tion, Preservation, and Maintenance of Pioneer Burial Sites in the Great State of Iowa Membership is open 
to anyone interested in the restoration and maintenance of pioneer cemeteries in Iowa. Membership entitles 
each member to a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and rights to hold office and to vote at meetings,.” 



LUCILLE WAHRENBROCK 


About the time she was accepted into the University of Indiana with 
a scholarship, her father was transferred in his employment to Water¬ 
loo, Iowa. Thus, in September 1934, she became a student at Iowa 
State Teachers’ College (now UNI) where she studied for one year. 

Then she transferred to Iowa State University, attending there for one 
year. 

In 1936 she took employment with Bell Telephone, making a two 
year commitment to that job. But late in that time period, Bell asked her to become a Long-Distance opera¬ 
tor, requiring another two year commitment. Being set upon continuing her education, she requested and 
was granted an early release whereupon she returned to ISU. Living at her dormitory only ten days, the dor¬ 
mitory burned, and she lost all of her belongings in that fire. 

Cont’d on page 6 



Lucille Wahrenbrock, having graduated from High School in Valparaiso, Indiana in 1934, attended Iowa 
State Teachers’ College (now UNI) and Iowa State University as 
well as Johns Hopkins. She studied Library Science, was school li¬ 
brarian, majored in dietetics, and was a charter member of two 
county genealogical societies. She made the original cards for the 
card catalogs at Iowa Genealogical Society in Des Moines and par¬ 
ticipated in making cards at the Iowa State University Library. She 
survived the fiery destruction of her dormitory only ten days after 
moving in, and that disaster later prompted the establishment of a 
family scholarship that continues in existence. Lucille’s contribu¬ 
tions to genealogy are phenomenal. 


Photo borrowed from Lucille’s 
Church directory 
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Cont’d from page 5 

Eventually, Lucille would find her niche in library work, despite having a degree in home economics and a 
12-month internship from Johns Hopkins. She returned to UNI for summer courses in library administration 
and cataloging. Finally, she achieved an MS degree in education (media) at ISU. And she spent 17 years as a 
school librarian, being the first South Hamilton school librarian. To her credit is the development of the card 
catalog system at Iowa Genealogical Society in Des Moines. 

Lucille’s interest in genealogy began by way of an article in the Des Moines Register that resulted in her be¬ 
ing asked to find a grave. She later walked seventeen of nineteen cemeteries in Hamilton County. She spent 
numerous summers engaged in genealogical pursuits at Salt Lake City. She was also a charter member of 
Story County Genealogical Society (started in 1968) and was instrumental in a financial arrangement with 
Ames Public Library in which SCGS and the library split the expenditure of $500 annually for genealogical 
books. That system continues to the present. She was a charter member of Hamilton county’s genea 
logical group, known as Hamilton Heritage Hunters Society (started in 1978). 

The fire that eliminated Lucille’s college dormitory, leaving her with only the clothes she was wearing, re¬ 
sulted in her being mentioned in the Des Moines Register \s story about the fire. That story prompted a Dr. 
William A. and Mabel Craft to help a student affected by the fire. They selected Lucille, and she became the 
benefactor of financial assistance and friendship that contributed enormously to her ability to complete her 
educational pursuit. As a result, Lucille established the Wahrenbrock-Vavrock Family Scholarship Fund in 
April 2007, “in grateful memory of Dr. Bill and Mabel Craft of Ames, Iowa.” The application begins, “A 
$500 scholarship will be awarded to a female planning to attend Iowa State University who demonstrates fi¬ 
nancial need.” The applicant has to come from the school she attended, South Hamilton Community School. 

Lucille has been the librarian for Story County Genealogical Society for many years. She is now relinquish¬ 
ing that job. Lucille, for your long years of service to every corner of your life, we praise you, and especially 
for your contribution to SCGS and Ames Public Library, we extend our profound thanks. 

Compiled by Tricia Sawyer, edited by Buckley and Marilyn Peterson, and approved by Lucille Wahrenbrock 



STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 

Membership_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 

Dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of the calendar year 


Logo design by 
Karen Pattee 
David 


MEMBER OF IOWA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY_YES 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE 















